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EDITORIAL

Welcome to the first edition of 2007.   The New Year is a wonderful time to enjoy planning for the coming months, and although this year has got off to a violent and soggy start, with parts of my garden rather water-logged and trees missing their branches,  I find myself sitting in front of a warm and cosy fire thinking in eager anticipation of the future.   Where will be the best place to situate my greenhouse?   Where should the vegetable garden be placed for maximum advantage?  With so much rain falling over the last few weeks, it’s heavy going in the garden at the moment, and hard to imagine that any part of the United Kingdom will be subject to a hosepipe ban this year. 

Thinking of planning for the future, we wonder if there is a trained First Aider who is willing to help out at events organised at Treborth?   If so, can you please contact me at jnr@enterprise.net or phone me on:  01286 830203.

At October’s AGM there were several changes to our committee.   In particular we would like to thank Pat Denne and Ann Scott Wood our outgoing Chair and Secretary for their commitment and hard work for Treborth.   The last year has not been easy and their dedication to Treborth has been outstanding.   We would also like to welcome Judith Hughes and Sarah Edgar as Chair and Secretary.   Later in the Newsletter Judith and Sarah have outlined their vision for the future with a warm and humorous touch.   Committee’s don’t work unless they have dedicated members and our thanks go to those members who have recently stepped down.   We should also like to extend a warm welcome to our new committee members and look forward to the challenges of the New Year.

Andrea Roberts

Editor
*****

Membership Renewal

As you already appreciate, the Garden at Treborth needs constant attention - collections are tended with loving care, and propagation and maintenance work goes on all the time.  Volunteer groups undertake much of this, but they need tools and other materials to carry out this work.  The Friends are dependent upon your membership contributions to provide a steady income for improving the gardens and facilities.  

May I make a request to those annual payers (who pay by cheque or cash every year): if you have not already done so, please could you renew your membership now:

£7.00 Single

£10.00 Double at same address

£12.00 Family regardless of the number of children

Just before our next newsletter goes out in May, I shall be cleansing the spreadsheet of all annual payers who have not renewed, and I’m afraid that they won’t receive any more newsletters.  Alternatively, you may like to complete the enclosed Standing Order form, so that you can ignore my reminder next year!
Many thanks.
Angela Thompson

Membership Secretary
*****

We should like to thank Angela Thompson for allowing us to reproduce her photo of a grey heron (Ardea cinerea) on our cover. 

Grey herons breed in small numbers (less than 6 pairs) in the woodland at Treborth.   They occupy tall conifers overlooking the Menai Strait and commence courtship and egg laying as early as February.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2005 - 2006
This has been another roller-coaster of a year for the Treborth Botanic Garden.   Most of you will be very aware of the problems that have arisen for the Garden during the year, but I do not intend to dwell upon them for too long, for there has also been much positive progress to report upon.  

Perhaps the most encouraging thing during the year has been the enormous support given to the Garden by our Bangor students.   Who could forget their enthusiastic, entirely peaceful, support rally, held at the Garden on a lovely evening in June, and the wonderfully successful Bangor Beats in September, when well played jazz was supplemented by delicious cakes, and over £1000 was raised for Treborth funds.   Some people wondered about the impact of such crowds upon the Treborth lawns, but in fact the events were so well organised by the students that there was no damage, and not a scrap of litter left behind.   Also, as usual, several student work parties during the year have made a considerable contribution to the practical upkeep of the Garden.   A new student society, the Support Treborth Action Group (STAG) was formed in September, and a group of students from SENR (School of the Environment and Natural Resources) are also doing practical work in the Garden.   Many students base their Honours projects on work at Treborth, and this year we are particularly proud that one of them, Sophie Williams, won the prestigious Aberconway Gold Medal, awarded by the Institute of Horticulture, for her project on the spiral aloe.   During the summer, the University funded Sophie to work on a feasibility report on options for Treborth, including alternative ways of heating. 

We have had a good programme of talks and field visits during the year, which have been well attended, and a very relevant Len Beer lecture titled “A World of Botanic Gardens: Conserving our Diverse Plant Heritage” by Peter Wyse Jackson, Director of the Irish National Botanic Garden at Glasnevin.   An innovation this year has been a series of half-day workshops on identifying species of plants and animals, which proved to be very popular.

Less happily, Michael Roberts, who was the Horticultural Technician at Treborth for more than 20 years, has been made redundant by the University and left in September.   This has obvious implications for continuity of day to day management, and loss of his technical expertise. He is being much missed, and we wish him all the best for his future career.

The University Estates Department officially took over management of the Garden in September 2006.   It seems that their remit is mainly the general upkeep of the outside Garden, they are more than happy for Friends to continue to maintain and develop the detailed plantings, such as the rock garden, South African bed, and other borders.   Estates staff will not be involved in caring for the glasshouse plants, which will be the responsibility of the Curator with the help of the volunteers.   As you know, the University had proposed to cut off all heating of the Glasshouse and laboratory areas in this September, transferring a core collection of plants to Pen-y-ffridd.  That action has been deferred, and although the matter is still unresolved, ways of reducing costs are being actively investigated; we hope that it will be possible to retain at least some of the present heated glasshouses and laboratory area.   All these matters are now the concern of the newly formed Treborth Botanic Garden Partnership Advisory Group, which includes two Friends and two students, as well as the Curator and other University representatives, and has now begun regular meetings. 

As you will appreciate, if the Garden is to remain and develop as a proper Botanic Garden, the loss of the horticultural technician, and other changes in management, give extra responsibility to Friends.  The importance of the volunteers cannot be over-stressed, it is vital that we get more volunteers.  We have drawn up a list of tasks that volunteers can help with, and this will be presented to you after the break.  

Finally, I would like to offer my heartfelt thanks to all those who have done so much to help the Garden during this past year.  Special thanks to all the committee who have endured many extra and lengthy meetings during this difficult year, and many thanks to all of you Friends who have given the Committee so much support.  There are too many such valiant people to mention by name, so I’ll pick out only one: top of a long list of those deserving thanks is Ann Wood, who is retiring as Secretary at this AGM after many years of invaluable service.   As Chairman, I do not know how I would have survived the year without her wise council and ability to multi-task (keeping records while potting up while weeding while welcoming visitors and making tea), and somehow keep efficient and positively cheerful at the same time.   Thank you Ann, thank you all.

Pat Denne 

Chairman
TOUR OF SBS MUSEUM, HERBARIUM AND AQUARIUM

25 November 2006

From a delicate pressed fern leaf to a skeleton of an Indian elephant, the exhibits in the School of Biological Sciences’ museum fascinated twenty members of the Friends on a tour in November.   The museum is not usually open (sadly, because of thefts of specimens) so we were fortunate that Nigel Brown could unlock the doors for us and show us the treasures inside.

Nigel explained about the history of the collections, many of which dated back to Victorian times when collecting was not subject to the necessary importation restrictions of today.   He started by showing us a few of the 10,000 or so herbarium specimens, beautifully pressed and still retaining their colour, and mounted on to thick paper (some had been painstakingly sewn on to the paper rather than taped) and labelled.   Some of the herbarium specimens went back to the early nineteenth century,  whereas some of the more modern ones bore the names of eminent University staff such as Prof. Paul Richards and Prof. Bill Lacey.   Nigel showed us how a study of the herbarium specimens and fossils can demonstrate the process of evolution.   For example he produced a fossil of the cone of a tree club moss (now extinct) and showed us the similarity with a club moss plant, and the difference from plants that developed later, such as monocotyledons and dicotyledons.   Nigel then moved on to the next family of plants in evolutionary terms, the ferns.   I was particularly fascinated to see a specimen of Killarney fern, a very rare little fern which only occurs in two places in Wales.   When I worked for the Countryside Council for Wales I was involved with the protection of species under the European Habitats Directive. The Killarney fern is one of these and we had to keep details of its location under lock and key, such is its rarity, and I never thought I would get a chance actually to see the plant. Nigel said that scientists have been intrigued to find that, though the fern is not regenerating in Wales it seems to survive without producing any spores.

One of our party was Dr Andrew Agnew who was a Bangor PhD student in the fifties (under Prof. Paul Richards) and contributed many herbarium specimens to the collection after a very successful botanical survey of Ynys Enlli in 1957.  Dr Agnew was very pleased to see his herbarium sheets still in the collection.
After browsing through the herbarium collection Nigel showed us the animal collections – skeletons, eggs, stuffed animals and specimens preserved in formaldehyde.   We were able to compare the skeletons of gorilla, orang-utan and homo sapiens, and imagine that we were in some baronial hall as we looked up at stuffed heads of boar, moose and other game species.   There was a case of New Zealand  birds, including the extremely rare flightless parrot, the Kakapo.   We could have happily spent all day in the museum but Nigel wanted to show us another hidden area of SBS – the aquarium in the basement.   Although smaller than the University aquarium in the School of Ocean Sciences there were still lots of tanks of sticklebacks, crabs, mussels, sea anemones and other species that are used in research projects in the department.   There were also artefacts and timbers from HMS Conway which sank in the Menai Strait in 1953.

The Friends were most grateful to Nigel for giving us such an interesting afternoon and we left with a greater understanding of the historical and scientific value of the collections  - and a feeling of regret that  more local people (especially children) did not have the chance to see this little known treasure trove.

Sarah Edgar
Secretary
*****
NEWSLETTER INDEX NOW AVAILABLE
There's a surprising range of interesting articles in the back numbers of our FTBG Newsletter, but they are often quite hard to find as we don’t list the contents in each issue.   For that reason, an Index has been produced, listed by author and title, of each item in Newsletters 1 (November 1997) to 27 (September 2006).   It will be available on our Website (www.treborthbotanicgarden.org), but if you would like to have your own copy of this index, contact me (Pat Denne, c/o Treborth Botanic Garden, or mary@patdenne.fsnet.co.uk).  I will be happy to send it to you either by e-mail or as a paper copy. 
Pat Denne

Committee Member  

WEATHER AND WILDLIFE

Autumn 2006

Midnight, and gentle cricket commentary from down under lulls the senses but fails to overcome the deep, express roar of the violent southerly storm outside.   All night long wind sucks and pulls the ageing glasshouses threatening the mini – Edens within.   First light reveals less structural damage than feared but the Grounds are a wreck of spilt leaves and branches, the sodden turf littered with senescent fruit of medlar, apple and sorbus, the woodland chaotically twisted and laid bare to the Strait.

On the shoreline fresh landslips muddy the swift, gliding waters, their brand new earth-stained faces already washed by gleeful spouts of ground water escaping the darkness.   What a precarious hold the noble Straitside trees retain, a life long balancing act, each atmospheric element conspiring to weaken their earthly grip.   A few have recently succumbed, their canopies now dipped in seawater, their epiphytic congeners drowned in salt lie limp and bruised upon their once proud bows collecting seaweed in memoriam.

And so it is that Earth’s grand tour of the solar system is marked out on its surface by storms and rains generated by gigantic cells of warmth shifting to match the incident rays of electromagnetic radiation.   This is the ultimate power house, the ultimate decider of all things seasonal, the fact of sun- created life that is irrefutable and far reaching.   It spawns death and destruction, life and diversity in unimaginable degree and shapes the evolution of life and landscape.

It naturally shapes our Gardens too and by their special nature they come to reflect such seasonality in concentrated form, at once thrilling us with the joy of sunsparked bioluxuriance, then tempered with naturally induced senescence, sometimes calamity. Rarely are the lives of Gardeners dulled by unwavering routine as they toil in response to the weather and never are the lives of plants so predictable that evolution grinds to a halt.

As I survey the damage of the night I ponder which part of me wants to laugh or cry, which part of Treborth should feel refreshed or mortally wounded.   I feel for the forest as it cries in the wind and bids farewell to some old, well seasoned friends but such losses I know will precipitate new emergences next spring, and I look forward to what the seed bank has in store.   As I beat the bounds of the cultivated Garden I feel less sure that the balance can be maintained, the expectations satisfied, the needs met.   Botanic Gardens purport to illustrate the plant diversity of the world but they are a fickle assemblage compared to the common–or-garden woodland.

Nigel Brown 
Curator
*****
TREBORTH BOTANIC GARDEN – A VISION FOR THE FUTURE

We can see it now – the Treborth Spa - a heated swimming pool in the lawn, a sauna in the tropical house, steam room in the orchid house and tea on the terrace…..

But seriously – 

What Treborth means to us is: a place of beauty and peace; a place for spiritual nourishment; a place for education and discovery; and place for everyone to learn about natural history, exotic plants and the history of this fascinating area.   We want it to be a part of the community, shared with local people and visitors, but without its becoming another tourist attraction that needs a restaurant, gift shop and aggressive marketing.

After the worries of the last few years we want to see an assured future for Treborth as a botanic garden.   This could mean the Friends setting ourselves up as an independent trust to manage the site, with the role of the university being determined by the level of control over tenure that they need to have.   Whatever role that may be, the links with the university must be maintained as Treborth is an important teaching resource: we believe that students must be able to examine growing plant species, both exotic and native, and understand the biodiversity of the natural habitats that exist at Treborth.

With some security established, we can then work towards improving the site.   We would like to see Treborth being an example of good sustainable practice, with energy efficient buildings, including new glasshouses and better facilities for staff, students, volunteers and visitors.   Treborth also needs to have good laboratory space and equipment for students.   We need to interpret Treborth better, by producing leaflets and sensitive signage.   Finally, Treborth needs proper staffing.   The enthusiastic and growing band of volunteers will play an important part in this but cannot do it alone – a Curator and full time assistant is essential.   We hope that Nigel’s talent and expertise will continue to be part of Treborth’s future.

To achieve all of this will need, of course, money.   If we are to keep Treborth open to all without charge then substantial funding will be required, and we are investigating grant aid sources and opportunities for appropriate commercial developments.   Perhaps there is also a fairy godmother or even Father Christmas out there who will smile kindly on us?

Judith Hughes and Sarah Edgar
Chairman                  Secretary

*****
CHARITABLE STATUS 
At the AGM this year it was agreed that The Friends should find out about 
becoming a limited company with charitable status as it has advantages for a society applying for funding to support its work.   We have now asked one of our members, Barrie Buels, to help us to make appropriate applications to achieve this.   

The first step will be an application to a Company Formation Agent so that we can become a Company Limited by Guarantee.   Then we will need to register with the Charity Commission who will come back to us with questions about our activities.   Barrie can guide us through this, or, we could appoint a law agent to do this for us.   The cost of the whole package should not be more than £1000, and hopefully, if we adopt a DIY approach, quite a bit less than this.

We would be grateful for feedback by 23rd February, 2007 from members who might have comments on the above proposals.   Please send these to David Shaw at Sarvari Research Trust, Siambra Gwynion, Llandegai, Bangor,  LL57 4BG,  or email me as below:

shaw@twacorbies.org
Finally, I would like to thank Barrie for the help he has given to us so far with this business.

David Shaw

Vice Chairman
GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY!

Student involvement at Treborth at all time high!
It’s been a busy time for students at Bangor of late with regard to Treborth. Following the initial ‘Treborth In Trouble’ meetings and rallies of May and June last year against the University’s proposed future plans for the gardens, a new society has been set up:  the ‘Students for Treborth Action Group’, known as STAG.

STAG aims to organize more student work parties at the gardens following massive student interest and willing to get involved, to raise awareness of Treborth and work towards using it to its full potential.   STAG also strives to support and continue to work towards the sustainable management of Treborth as outlined in Sophie Williams’ report.   Fund raising events such as the popular ‘Botanical Beats’ music evening in September are set to continue and talks and presentations for STAG members a regular occurrence.   STAG is open to all students and has members from both (biological) related and unrelated degree courses. 

STAG is working closely with the FTBG, the University and BIFSA (Bangor International Forestry Student Association) and hopes in doing so to help secure the future enjoyment of Treborth for all.

As a student, I know I speak for many when I say that we are keen to get involved.   On a more personal note I am pleased to say that I’m continually impressed by the energy and enthusiasm of fellow students and the students union in supporting Treborth.

So the message to the students of Bangor? Come down to the gardens and get your hands dirty!

Bronwen Richards
Chair of STAG

**Are you an expert or enthusiast willing to share your knowledge with a student audience? We’re always on the look out for people to talk or run workshops on any botanical/biological related topic**

	Etm Books - Anglesey

Natural History books bought and sold

Rare, antiquarian and general

Your ‘wants lists’ welcome

Occasional catalogues issued

Contact: Nigel Jones

Etm-books@zen.co.uk


	EVANS BROS

(CALOR GAS CENTRE)

Garden Supplies
Hardware, Power Tools, Gas Appliances & Cylinder Refills

Key and Glass Cutting

Household Goods

4 – 6, High Street

Menai Bridge

Telephone:  01248 712388
Supplier of peat-free Potting Compost to Treborth Botanic Garden




	RICKARDS FERNS

We have the widest variety of ferns and tree ferns available in the U.K.
As a keen gardener, or specialist collector, you’re bound to find something here for you

Open all the year, but best to ring first

Catalogues on request.   Please enclose 5 x 1st class stamps

Special 10% discount for Friends of Treborth
WE AIM TO PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY PLANTS AND SERVICE
Carreg y Fedwen,                                      Tel:  01248 600385 (day)

Pentir,                                                                  01248 677641 (eves.) Lon Rallt                                                         07855 656686

(mob.)                                                                         07811 372276 

Bangor,

Gwynedd,                                                   

email:                                                    rickardshardy@freeuk.co.uk

LL57 4RP.                                         www.rickardshardyferns.co.uk                                       


