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EDITORS BIT
Hello and welcome to the second issue of the Friends of Treborth Botanical Garden Newsletter, which, as I'm sure you've already noticed, is radically different from the first. Getting any new organisation off the ground is a time consuming business, and our first Newsletter was a bit rushed in it's preparation! Some time and thought has gone into the format of this issue, and I hope you like it (comments and suggestions are, of course, welcome). 
The first bit to notice is the new logo. Up to now, we've been using a logo designed by David Toyne, based on the official University logo. This similarity may have caused problems, and it's nice to have our own identity anyway, so the new logo was designed and accepted by the committee. We hope you like it. The leaf motif has been likened to a Bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg). This is an interesting species, as there are in fact over 400 different micro-species of Bramble in Britain (it is an apomictic group), with new micro-species being described each year. People that classify Brambles are known as batologists (goodness knows why!) and one species, Rubus griffithianus was named after the famous Welsh Botanist J. E. Griffiths (1843-1933). In Wales, it grows only in Anglesey, Caernarfonshire and Denbighshire, and is not uncommon around Bangor.

We also thought it would be nice to put a picture on the front of each issue, just to cheer it up. These will obviously have a botanical theme, and this issue carries a picture of Paphiopedilum lowii, a Slipper Orchid from Borneo. I obtained this photograph from the Internet, but I'd like to get material from other sources. If anyone has a scanner and will be happy to scan images onto disk for me, let me know. It would be really nice to get pictures from our members onto the cover!

This issue will also introduce you to some regular features in the Newsletter. These include: 

Current Highlights, which will draw your attention to plants or areas at Treborth that are particularly worth a look at each season.

Weather and Wildlife, in which the recent weather and wildlife of the garden will be described.

Diary, a separate sheet giving dates, venues and times of all our forthcoming activities.

Past Events, accounts of any activities we've held in case you were unfortunate enough to miss them.

Cuttings, in which you can advertise any spare plants you have and make requests for ones you want. 

Of course, all this will be supplemented by articles and notes of interest. However, these articles do not appear by accident, and I really hope some of you will provide me with future material. If you have any interesting thoughts (perhaps about you and your garden, advice on growing particular plants in North Wales, or even things you have seen on holiday abroad) please let me have them for inclusion in the next edition!

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)

Rhyd y Fuwch, Bethel, Caernarfon, Gwynedd. LL55 3PS.
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NOTICE
There has been a change of date of a forthcoming event since the last Newsletter. The Garden Plant Identification Workshop will now be held on Sunday 29th March, 1998, not Saturday 28th. It will still be held at Treborth from 1 - 4 pm. Please see the Diary sheet for full details of this and all our other events.

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)
uuvv
A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
Many of you may be aware of the Friends of Plant Biology, which existed to support the former School of Plant Biology at the University. I have received a letter from Mr Charles Ellis following the final meeting of the former Friends of Plant Biology which, unfortunately, I was unable to attend. At that meeting he put a proposal to the members that as a group they should convey to the Friends of Treborth their sincere wishes for a long and successful venture, which he was sure will be of great value to both the garden and members. Charles said that he was aware that many past members of FPB have already joined us and are participating in our programme. Members agreed unanimously with this proposal and Charles has asked me to convey those feelings to you all, which it gives me great pleasure to do.

Alfred Williamson (Chairman)

oopp

THE AGM AND CONSTITUTION
As we are a new society, there are many points that need to be arranged in order for us to be officially recognised. The most important of these is a constitution, (a set of rules by which the Friends will operate). These have been drawn up by the Committee, and we are required to circulate them to all our members. The constitution also has to be formally accepted at our first Annual General Meeting. We've decided that this meeting will be held in late Autumn, 1998, and will circulate the constitution beforehand so that members can read it and suggest amendments where necessary. At the AGM (which we will, of course, make into an interesting and enjoyable event!), we will have to vote to approve the constitution. If you want to see the constitution before we send it to you, copies can be obtained from The Secretary, Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden, Treborth Botanic Garden, University of Bangor, LL57 2RQ.

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)
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PAST EVENTS
Three events have been held by the Friends since the last Newsletter, and these are reported below.

A Plantsman In China. Inaugural Lecture by Maldwyn Thomas.

We were thrilled to begin our series of lectures with a talk by the well known plantsman and TV presenter, Maldwyn Thomas. The lecture, in the Main Arts Lecture Theatre, was extremely well attended, and proved to be both educational and highly entertaining. Maldwyn gave a superbly illustrated account of a plant collecting trip he made to the Yunnan area in China. It was obvious from both his stunning photographs and narration that the people and cultures he encountered made as much of an impression on him as the plants he saw. The way of life is so different in China that techniques of house construction and the ingenious method of making roof tiles prove to be fascinating subjects! Plants were not forgotten, however, and Maldwyn's beautiful portraits of various Cypripedium, Rhododendron and Primula species were shown.

The evening lecture was supported by attractive displays of books and plants that had a Chinese connection, along with posters giving information about Treborth and the Friends.

We are very grateful to Maldwyn and his wife for making the trip to Bangor to support the Friends in such a generous way. As a mark of this, Alfred Williamson (Chairman) took great pleasure in presenting Maldwyn with an Honorary Membership of the Friends, the first such appointment to be made.

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)

Christmas Activities at Treborth

A thoroughly enjoyable morning was spent with several junior members of the Friends creating seasonal decorations from plant materials collected in the garden. These included various pine cones, sprays of conifer foliage, holly and ivy. The children were able to take their creations home at the end of the day. Many thanks to Caroline Brown for supervising the event, and Laura Brown for collecting the material.

Nigel Brown (Curator)

Mapping The Plants of Britain - The Atlas 2000 Project. Lecture by Trevor Dines

Forty people attended our first event of 1998 - a lively and fact-filled introduction to finding and recording wild plants. As well as explaining the value and interest of discovering where plants grow locally, Trevor examined the wider significance of understanding wild plant distribution at a national level. After outlining the history of botanical recording in Britain and Ireland, Trevor went on to describe the latest national recording scheme - the Atlas 2000. As its organiser, Trevor travels the country on behalf of the Botanical Society of the British Isles (BSBI) encouraging and co-ordinating local plant recording through field trips, identification workshops and advice on keeping plant records. Through his efforts, the BSBI is now accumulating the worlds finest national database on wild plants which will result in the publication of an Atlas in the year 2000. This milestone reference will show the distribution of our 2,500 native plant species and over 1,500 so called aliens - introductions from abroad that have now established themselves in the countryside (such as Rhododendron ponticum).

The 10km squares (hectads) of the National Grid are used as the basis for recording plant distribution. BSBI-appointed local recorders maintain up-to-date lists of plants for each of the 3680 hectads in Britain and Ireland. An average lowland hectad will contain 4-600 species. Every species counts, so recording familiar plants is as important as spotting rarities. With climate change and habitat losses, familiar species of today may become the rarities of the next millennium, while lowly aliens such as Epilobium brunnescens (New Zealand Willowherb) may emerge as the scourge of the countryside (and garden!).

With so much recording to be done, 1998 is a crucial year for the success of the Atlas 2000. If you want to get involved, please contact Trevor or one of the local Vice-county Recorders listed below. This is your chance to contribute directly to a project of national environmental importance!

Area


Recorder
Anglesey
        
Nigel Brown, Treborth Botanic Garden, Treborth, Bangor. LL57 2RQ

Caernarfonshire
Mr Geoff Battershall, 15 Rhodfa'r Grug, Upper Colwyn Bay. LL29 6DJ


Merionethshire
Mr Peter Benoit, Pencarreg, Barmouth, Merionethshire. LL42 1BL

Denbighshire

Mrs Jean Green, Coed Duon, Tremeirchion, St. Asaph, Denbs. LL17 OUH

Flintshire

Dr Goronwy Wynne, Gwylfa, Lixwm, Holywell, Flintshire. CH8 8NQ

Nigel Brown (Curator)
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CURRENT HIGHLIGHTS AT TREBORTH
Spring is obviously a fantastic time in the garden, particularly following the long, damp winter we are all suffering. The many spring flowering bulbs will be coming into their own over the next few months, and there will be a particularly fine display of native Bluebells (Hyacinthoides non-scripta) in mixed deciduous woodland next to the Menai Straits. Included with these are Primroses (Primula vulgaris) and, unfortunately, some large bushes of Wild Rhododendron (Rhododendron ponticum). This latter species was widely planted throughout Britain in Victorian times, and has escaped into the wild, colonising large areas of upland in Wales, Northern England and Scotland. It is very invasive, and also produces a chemical that inhibits the growth of other plants (a phenomenon known as allelopathy). It therefore regularly out-competes native plants, and is a pest in many areas. Control is difficult as it spreads by suckers and the allelopathic chemicals are very persistent in the soil. Fortunately, a variety of other Rhododendron species and hybrids are grown in the woods, and these are welcome additions to the garden.

Foreign bulbs are also making an impact in the greenhouses. Pauline Perry has been raising a variety of species she collected in South Africa, and some of these are now in full flower. Particularly spectacular is Lachenalia aloides with strap-shaped spotted leaves and tall spikes of pendulous tubular clear yellow flowers, and Cyrtanthus mackenii with spikes of very long, tubular white flowers.

Spring is also a common time for many tropical orchids to flower, as if they are relieved to have survived the winter! The orchid house at Treborth is full of interesting and rare species, such as Coelogyne massangeana, C. flava and Dendrobium chrysotoxum, as well as more commonly grown genera such as Cymbidium and Paphiopedilum hybrids. A personal favourite of mine has to be a small Dendrochilum species. This produces long, drooping spikes of small flowers (hence the common name of Chain Orchid) which make their presence known by an intense fragrance usually described as a mixture of honey and vanilla!

Talking of scent, the familiar Pink Jasmine (Jasminum polyanthum) in the Temperate House is superb. At this time of year, this Chinese climber fills the entire greenhouse with it's superb fragrance, emitted by thousands of flowers in large trusses up in the roof of the house. Not to be missed.

Scent is also a feature of plants in the shrub borders. The viburnums are particularly well known for this, and both Viburnum tinus and V. x bodnantense flower well in the garden. The latter is a widely grown hybrid between V. farreri and V. grandiflorum that was first raised at Bodnant Garden in the Conwy Valley, hence it's name!

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)
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WEATHER AND WILDLIFE
November and December confounded the assumption that 1997 would be a drier than average year by conspiring to produce almost 13 inches of rain, thereby raising the annual total to 40.5", around average for Treborth. The wet and windy south-westerly airstream which influenced so much of the year-end weather brought exceptional downpours on December 9th (1.13"), November 17th (1.19") and November 28th (1.52" - the third wettest day in the last ten years!). It also created record high temperatures for November (17.5OC on the 17th) and 1997's final two month period proved very mild, except for a few days at the beginning of December.

Perhaps as a result of the benign mid-winter conditions, Treborth did not experience the usual influx of migrant thrushes from the continent and Scandinavia - Redwings have been quite scarce and Fieldfares absent. Also missing is the muster of over-wintering Blackcap which have been a feature of the last few winters; a lack of their favourite berries has been partly to blame (they enjoy the taste of Elaeagnus fruit, particularly E. parviflora).

Mammal sightings at Treborth are generally rather unremarkable so it was particularly pleasing to hear that Mrs Mair Roberts watched a Stoat chasing one of our surfeit of rabbits on November 11th. Another natural predator of rabbits occurs at Treborth but like the Stoat is rarely encountered - the Polecat. A recent undergraduate student project revealed a reasonably high population of these robust carnivores living in the vicinity. It is unfortunate that for most of us the only sign of their presence is the occasional road casualty such as the one found dead in mid-December 500 meters from Treborth on the main road. Interestingly, there were several confirmed records of Polecat from Anglesey in 1997, the first for over 25 years.

The New Year continued wet and windy and produced yet more unseasonably high temperatures - 16.5OC on January 10th (made even more remarkable by the fact that this occurred at midnight!) and earlier that day Peacock butterflies flew through the garden. The southerly airstream which caused this January heatwave also carried moths all the way from North Africa (see separate note) and later, in February, more migrants complete with Saharan dust!

Although the second half of January proved colder than the first, it did not significantly arrest plant and animal activity. Some daffodils were blooming before the month was out and several resident moth species (such as Early Grey) appeared on the wing two months earlier than normal. The flights of Honey Bees were suspended for a mere month or so, while the first sustained movement of toads to the garden pond occurred on February 12th.

Commencing with Mistle Thrush in mid-December bird song has gathered momentum with several Song Thrush since mid-January, joined by Blackbird, Goldcrest and Chaffinch. Robins have sung throughout the winter. Now in the early, Venus-bright hours of St. Valentines Day the Song Thrush's strident call breaks the pre-dawn silence of the garden, awakening the roosting Jackdaws which flurry from the wood in untidy, tree-top hugging gangs. The Wood Pigeon's slow, soothing, rhythmic voice follows shortly and for a moment it is early summer in mid-winter!

Nigel and Daniel Brown
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BRITANNIA PARK
When planning the railway line between Menai Bridge and the proposed Britannia Bridge 150 years ago, it was considered necessary by the developers, Chester & Holyhead Railway Co., to purchase a large tract of land beside the Menai Strait. This 90 acres of land was originally part of the Treborth Estate. To utilise it, the company planned to build an enormous hotel overlooking the Strait, surrounded by 25 acres of pleasure grounds. The remainder of the area was to be laid out with terraces and villas. The whole development was to be known as Britannia Park. With his known interests in the developing railways, and his experience in designing parkland and villas in Liverpool and Birkenhead, it is not surprising that Joseph Paxton was largely responsible for this ambitious scheme. 

Due to financial problems, the hotel did not progress beyond foundations. However, the pleasure grounds designed by Paxton were apparently completed by September 1852. A report in the Chronicle at the time spoke of the beauty of the ornamental grounds, but their seems to have been little public interest and by 1867 the whole project was abandoned. The area was purchased, along with the Treborth Isaf Estate, by Richard Davis M.P., and then returned to farmland.

Although Paxton's plans have not been traced, we do have various clues to the layout of his pleasure grounds. This information will be conveyed to visitors on the Open Days on 1st & 2nd August, by means of displays, explanatory talks and guided walks.

Pauline Perry 
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THE LEN BEER MEMORIAL LECTURE
For many years, the forthcoming Len Beer Memorial Lecture has been a popular event with local gardeners and botanists. For those of you who are not aware of who Len was and what he did, here is a little background.

Who was he and what did he do for Treborth?
Len Beer was one of the leading plantsmen of the 60's and 70's and he was responsible for much of the early development of Treborth. During his years as Curator he introduced many plants collected on expeditions sponsored by Bangor University, including one in 1971 to East Nepal when he was accompanied by Roy Lancaster and Dave Morris. Among the plants from these expeditions still to be seen at Treborth are a number of Cotoneaster and Sorbus species, and Betula utilis, the Himalayan birch with lovely warm pink and brown bark.

Why a Memorial Lecture?
Sadly, Len died from cancer at an early age in 1977. The institution of an Annual Memorial Lecture in 1984 came as the result of a meeting of minds between Charles Ellis (Vice-chairman of the Friends of Plant Biology and Head of Pen-y-ffridd Field Station) and Dr John Good (Chairman and founder of the North Wales branch of the Alpine Garden Society).

The Inaugural Lecture was given by Roy Lancaster on 'Plant Hunting in Nepal', and it was a particular pleasure to have Len's wife Sheila and daughter Abby with us. They have continued to attend the Lectures regularly over the years.

The task of choosing and arranging speakers and funding the lecture has traditionally alternated each year between the Friends of Plant Biology and the Alpine Garden Society. Before the recent disbandment of the Friends of Plant Biology funds were set aside by them to continue this arrangement and the organisation on behalf of the University will now be undertaken by the Friends of Treborth Botanical Garden. This year, the lecture on March 20th has been arranged by the Alpine Garden Society. Captain Peter Erskine, another eminent plantsman and collector, will give a lecture titled In Search of the Pink Celmisia.

What of the Future?
In 2002 it will be 25 years since Len's death. Can a special event be planned to commemorate the anniversary? Possible events are a tree planting ceremony, a combined occasion when the two societies meet over lunch, or a musical event on a summer's evening (what was Len's taste in music?). Please send your ideas and preferences to the Newsletter Editor.

Lady Grace Gibson (Committee Member)
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A NEW MOTH FOR NORTH WALES
On the night of the 10th and 11th of January, 1998 a single specimen of the migratory Pyralid moth Euchromius ocellea was caught in a mercury vapour light trap at Treborth. The specimen was identified that evening and has been passed on to Dr Mike Hull for further examination. This is the first record of Euchromius at Treborth and, as far as I know, the first for North Wales. The capture coincided with a series of strong south and south westerly winds as well as unusually mild weather with a maximum overnight temperature of 16.5OC. On the same night two other migratory species were also recorded; Nomophila noctuella (Rush Veneer) and Plutella xylostella (Diamond-backed Moth). The appearance of all these moths in a trap in North Wales is remarkable given the fact that they are not resident here but have migrated from north Africa.

Daniel Brown
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CUTTINGS
In this section, I'd like to develop a "swap shop" for members wishing to exchange some of their own spare plants for others. If you are after a particular plant (or any group of plants), please let me know and I'll include it here. Obviously, you can just give away spare material without requests for swaps if you wish! Please give your full name, address and telephone number so that members interested in your plants can get in touch with you directly.

The following are examples (we'll start for proper in the next issue)!

Wanted:
Seeds or divisions of species Anemone (particularly A. narcissiflora), 

 
vegetative cuttings of Salix (Willow) with brightly coloured winter stems.

Offered:
Divisions of hardy Geranium species, a variegated strawberry (cultivar 


unknown but of Danish origin), and Anemone sylvestris plants.

Contact:
Trevor Dines, Rhyd y Fuwch, Bethel, Caernarfon, Gwynedd. LL55 3PS

and on a lighter note:

Wanted:
Rare orchids collected directly from steamy, leech ridden jungles.

Offered:
Broad-beans.

Contact:
(name and address supplied)

Wanted:
Alpines of any description (but not Alchemilla mollis).

Offered:
Alchemilla mollis (bulk orders over 1 tonne please - we have a problem 


with it on the rock-garden at Treborth!).

Contact:
Nigel Brown, Treborth Botanic Garden, Treborth, Gwynedd. LL57 2RQ
eeff
THE Welsh Historic Garden Trust ANNUAL Plant Fair 
The Gwynedd Branch of the WHGT hold an annual plant fair, at which various traders come and sell their plants. This year, the fair returns to Crug Farm, the superb and popular nursery run by Bleddyn and Sue Wyn-Jones. This year, the Friends of Treborth will be holding their own stand at the fair, with information about Treborth and the Friends, as well as plants for sale. The fair will take place on Saturday 2nd May, 1998, from 10 am to 4 pm.
If anyone has interesting plants they would like to donate to our stand would they please leave them at Treborth Botanic Garden on or before Wednesday 29th April. The money raised from any plants sold will obviously go directly to the Friends of Treborth. Also, we would appreciate any help to run the stand on the day. If you are able to help, please ring either Ann Scott-Wood (01248 490896) or Pauline Perry (01248 362507).

Many thanks for you help and support!

Ann Scott-Wood (Committee Member)
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THE FRIENDS OF TREBORTH COMMITTEE
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Please note that we still do not have a Treasurer on the committee. If anyone would like to offer their help in this post, please contact The Secretary, Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden, Treborth Botanic Garden, University of Wales, Bangor LL57 2RQ.
The Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden currently has 270 members, of which 22 are Founder Members. Applications for Founder Members will be taken until October 1998.
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