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EDITORIAL

May is when everything in the garden usually starts to flow as foliage unfurls to display itself in spectacular variety of colour and form.   After the long cold winter months, gardens were slow to start.   People pondered on the fact that spring bulbs were reluctant to lift their heads above the ground.   Yet even now, summer water shortages are anticipated in certain areas and we are adjured to reduce our water consumption in the garden.   To this end the BBC have produced a guide to effective watering on their BBC Gardening website (www.bbc.co.uk/gardening) 

At Treborth the year has started well with workshops well attended and much enjoyed by all the participants.   Debbie Evans reports on the Beginners Mosses and Liverworts’ Workshop held in February.
Bamboo features in this edition with an article from David Saunders and our front cover photograph of Grace Gibson’s “garden thug”.

David Shaw explains his love for the red rose and we advice about growing vegetables and fruit organically.
We have included information about this year’s Wildlife Gardening Competition.   It seems hard to believe that this has come round so quickly.   You may remember that last year two Friends of Treborth, Sarah and Gerry Downing, were joint winners in the private garden section.   May be we will have more winners this year!
Finally, I should like to thanks all our contributors and members of the newsletter team for their help and adherence to deadlines!   Without you our newsletter would not thrive.

Andrea Roberts
Editor
BEGINNERS MOSSES AND LIVERWORTS WORKSHOP

9th February 2006

The introduction to this fascinating group of plants was the first in a series of workshops which are planned for Treborth.   The workshops will not only provide training and information in a wide variety of subjects, but most importantly, by charging participants a modest fee will raise valuable income for the Botanic Gardens.   Treborth is an ideal venue for a course of this kind with easy access to the wonderful woodland resource and the excellent laboratory facilities.   On this occasion we were very fortunate to have Nigel Brown as our tutor.

On a cold, but dry afternoon 24 people of all ages gathered to take part in the workshop.  Some of the participants had travelled considerable distances to learn more about the Bryophytes, a sub-kingdom of the Plant Kingdom, which comprises the mosses, liverworts and hornworts.   The afternoon began with an introduction by Nigel to the group and their distinctive features.   They are classified as Bryophytes particularly by their structure and mode of reproduction.   Mosses and liverworts are fairly difficult to speciate, many requiring microscope identification and unfortunately most do not have common names. 

We were next taken into the grounds and woodland to collect samples and Nigel showed us some of the varied species of mosses and liverworts that occur at Treborth.   He described and demonstrated the various habitats in which they thrive, starting with mosses growing in the lawn, (or managed meadow as Nigel prefers to call it).   We could all relate this to our own lawns at home and we were given basic advice on how to reduce the moss content by improving drainage and adding lime.   In the woodland we looked at Bryophytes on living tree trunks, dead logs and branches, on stones and on the ground.  These ranged from the beautiful, miniature tree-like moss, Thuidium tamariscinum and the leafy liverwort, Plagiochila asplenioides with its translucent leaves, to Sphagnum, the familiar moss used to line our hanging baskets because of its amazing ability to hold moisture.   In addition to showing us mosses and liverworts, Nigel added to the experience by pointing out birds, trees and plants and explaining Treborth's geology and how the limestone and acidic areas both have their own assemblage of plants.   We also heard some of Treborth's history, and we were shown the latest achievements of the Treborth volunteers in controlling the invasive cherry laurel.   We all collected a variety of samples to look at more closely in the laboratory. 

On returning to the laboratory and fortified with tea, coffee and biscuits, we were soon marvelling at the beauty of our collections when magnified.   Many of the features and structures of the group can only be appreciated when magnified under the low power microscope and their cellular structure requires high power magnification.   All equipment was provided and Nigel demonstrated how to make a slide preparation to look at the finer details.   Armed with illustrated handouts we were able to have a closer look at our specimens and the cells with which they are composed.   In addition there was access to Treborth 's extensive library of relevant books and keys.

Mosses have a special ability to remain dormant, dry but still green, for prolonged periods and then when water becomes available they can rehydrate.   This was demonstrated with a 10 year old, dried sample of moss, part of a herbarium collection originating from Aber.   The moss very quickly rehydrated in a dish of water and would have recommenced metabolising, miraculously it soon looked indistinguishable from a fresh sample.   Nigel demonstrated the structure of the capsule where the spores are produced in mosses using a giant model, describing how dispersal of the spores is dependent on weather conditions.

Nigel's easy informative style had made a complex subject readily understandable.   The 3 hours sped by very quickly but was ample time to give us an introduction to the Bryophytes and Nigel welcomed us to use the microscopes, books and facilities at Treborth in the future. 

This workshop has set the standard and we look forward to many more- definitely to be recommended judging by everyone's enthusiasm and enjoyment on this occasion.

Thanks must go to Nigel for giving us his expertise and time, and thanks to all those who helped to make the first workshop a great success.

Debbie Evans
THAMNOCALAMUS tesselatus
Bamboos grow across the world in all continents except Europe, between latitudes 50 degrees north and 50 degrees south of the equator.   This suggests a common origin, probably in the Cretaceous period (135 – 65 million years ago) in the super continent knowns as Gondwanaland;  before it broke apart to give the current disposition of the continents.   No direct fossil evidence of bamboo has been found so far in Cretaceous deposits, but the dentition of certain fossil evidence of animals in these deposits suggest that some were adapted to eating grasses, with the possibility of the inclusion of bamboo ancestors.   Fossil bamboos have been found in Miocene deposits (24-5 million years ago) in Europe.   During this time two major groups have arisen, the tropical and the temperate.   In Britain we only grow temperate species.   This common point of origin would explain the possibility of a genus such as Thamnocalamus existing in both Africa and Asia.   A number of hardy clump forming (pachymorph) genus  bamboo flourish in the Himalayas, at altitudes up to 3,500m,  characteristically of elegant and delicate appearance, with small bright green leaves.   Among these is the genus Thamnocalamus.
In Africa there is only the one temperate bamboo,  Thamnocalamus tesselatus.   Its  appearance is quite different from that of its Himalayan relatives, with a stiff, desiccated appearance and very hardy, to minus 23 degrees.   Average culm (cane) height is 5.5m x 2.5cm  diameter, with leaves 8cm x 8mm.   It is a tight clumping bamboo, but it will expand outwards to perhaps 2m in ten years.   The culm (canes) are upright, with the lower half bare of branches and leaves.   This will display the white sheaths that enclose the culms, presenting a striking appearance, and these sheaths extend even along the finest branches.   The leaves are described as blue/green or grey/green, the greyness being particularly evident on the undersides.   However, as time progresses the white sheaths beome dirty and tattered and start to come loose and fall off, even along the branches, giving the canopy a desiccate appearance and resulting in a plant that looks somewhat scruffy.   Well maintained, it looks similar to some of the  South American Chusqueas, of which there are two species on the lawn at Treborth.   Thamnocalamus tesselatus can be seen near the palm tree by the drive.

The Himalayan Thamnocalamus flourish in the moist conditions of the temperate mountain forests,  and they flourish in British gardens, especially on the cooler, moister western side of the country.   Even so, on a sunny day in a British garden their leaves will begin to curl.   In Africa, however, Thamnocalamus tesselatus is adapted to the hotter, dryer conditions of the Drakensberg, and is at its best, therefore, in full sun in our gardens.   It is deep rooted and drought tolerant.
Customarily plants have been classified by study of their flowers, but bamboos do not flower regularly.   Fargesia nitida, which is flowering now, and alas dying, had not flowered for more than a hundred years.   Much work has been done in recent years to classify bamboos by detailed study of vegetative characteristics;  and this has occurred not least amonst the Himalayan bamboos.   As a result of such study name changes occur.   For example, what is known as Himalacalamus falconeri was classified previously among the Thamnocalamus and later the Drepanostachyum.    Thamnocalamus tesselatus has never been recorded in flower, so further study may at some time cause it to be reclassified.
Concerning the rather cumbersome name, many people ask for a vernacular, or common name, but the only one that I have found for our plant is the Afrikaans:  “Bergbamboes”!   Bamboo growers in Britain do not generally use vernacular names, and are unlikely to recognise “Bergbamboes”.   More often they use just the species name.   Unfortunately, there has been in Britain since 1845 a low growing Chinese bamboo with exceptionally large leaves known as Indocolamus tesselatus, so I fear we are stuck with the full title.   Tesselatus incidentally is a reference to the mosaic like veining of the leaves; a feature evident in many hardy bamboos.

I have been unable to find anyone who has seen Thamnocalamus tesselatus in the wild.   There was hope that when Cedric Marchall, a member of the Bamboo Society, visited South Africa he would be able to find it.   The following is an abridged version of his account:

“The thought came to me in the coach as it headed south over the undulating sugarcane clad plains of Lesotho.   We were travelling from the Cape to the Kruger National Park and I had just realized that the range of mountains now appearing to the south east must be the Drakensberg.   We were approaching Natal and Zululand and the land of the Zulu bamboo.

My idea, such as it was, would be to write a snappy article for the Society’s magazine with some shots of said bamboo growing in its natural habitat and hopefully provide some additional info on its economic and domestic usage.

Now the Zulu bamboo was one of the few bamboos that I fancied I knew a bit about.   I have read on more than one occasion that it was used for the two stiffening ribs for their buffalo hide shields.   Also we learn that the bamboo provided the framing staithes for their beehive huts.   Although not as elegant at its Himalayan siblings, it seems so different from its Himalayan ‘relatives’ that I am stretched to understand how, with 2-3 million years of enforced separate evolutionary development, it fails to qualify for a genus of its own.
The great savannah gradually gave way to more wooded, hilly country and I was keeping a sharp lookout.   Plenty of Zulu villages and beehive huts.   No bamboos.   In fact we were nearly at our hotel and I had not seen a bamboo of any sort anywhere.   “There is bound to be some at Sharkaland” said our guide.   This was our unlikely hotel.   It had been made for a film set!   An authentic replica of King Sharka’s royal Kraal.   One beehive hut per couple.   The huts were beautifully constructed, but framed with something that looked more like peeled willow.   Now were there any bamboo clumps in the ground.
To cut a long story short, we spent three days in Natal and Thamnocalamus tesselatus was conspicuous by its absence.   Even at Kirstenbosch Botanic Gardents it was absent.

When I got back to the hotel to complete my quest, I thought I would phone up a few landscapers.   They would surely give me the low down.   The first two were quite unaware that South Africa had a hardy native bamboo !   The third, Brian Beverly of Cape Gardenscapes had heard of it but had never seen it.   He said, “We have such a rich flora in the Cape, why would be want to use something from Natal?”, as though Natal was on the other side of the world.   “Besides, we’ve got Restios”.   The answer in a nutshell.   So that explains its absence from the Cape, but what about Natal?   A few phone calls later and I found myself speaking 
to an acknowledged authority on the subject, Dr. John Manning of Natal Botanics at Petermaritzberg.   “Ah, the Bergamboos – you’ll only find then in the high valleys of the Upper Drakensberg.   No, I’ve never heard of the Zulus using them”!   
David Saunders
*****

WEATHER AND WILDLIFE

Winter 20005/2006
October’s deluge was followed by yet more rain with 7.25 inches (184 mm) falling in November, a legacy perhaps of intense depressions on the other side of the Atlantic which also happened to misdirect a wide range of migrant birds from USA to our local shores during November – vagrants such as Chimney Swift (seen over Penmon, Anglesey) and Little Green Heron (which took up residence in Red Wharf Bay, Anglesey for several weeks) as well as Laughing Gull,(remaining throughout the winter in Portmadoc Harbour) all testament to the remarkable fortitude of birds caught up in storms and blown the full breadth of the Atlantic Ocean.

The steep Strait bank at Treborth once more yielded to the power of percolating, lubricating water with new landslips appearing during early November; oak and pine lurched seaward and became the favourite fishing stations of kingfisher overwintering along the channel. The freshly exposed Carboniferous mudstone, shale and sandstones revealed stem and root fragments of giant clubmosses and horsetails which lived in these parts, then tropical, 350 million years ago. These fascinating fragments of our plant heritage were incorporated into a radio programme which your chairman, Pat Denne and I conducted with Lionel Kelleway for Radio 4’s Living World a week later, all about tree roots – it was an interesting experience for both of us, trying to enliven roots over the radio, and contending with a force 7 gale is a challenge, but the professionalism of Lionel and the senior producer and sound recordist, Sarah Blunt along with Pat’s engaging, expert commentary overcame November’s meteorological clamour.

Thankfully December proved much drier than usual with 2.75 inches (69.9mm) of rain and with the best of the sunshine reserved for Christmas Day itself – hard to imagine where else could present a more splendid Christmas scene than Snowdonia snow capped against a Mediterranean blue sky – the same clear skies which glistened with stars on Christmas Eve providing a majestic early evening scene with the planets Venus, Mars and Saturn suspended like seasonal treats - over the following few nights temperatures dropped to minus 2.5 air frost and winter left their mark on Hoheria and the final Fuchsia flowers.

2006 began where 2005 left off and January proved relatively benign with a modest 2.7 inches (69.4mm) of rain and average temperatures. February too looked set to continue in rather unremarkable fashion until the 19th when a cold NE airstream set in restricting daytime air temperatures to the low forties Fahrenheit exacerbated by a biting wind chill. Low temperatures do not necessarily cause plants much distress but when combined with wet they can and heavy rain on 23rd caused waterlogging in most parts of the Garden. The monthly rainfall total was not great (3.28 inches; 83.4mm) but there had been enough to ensure damp soil conditions throughout and this hastened the end of many of the more tender plants from the southern hemisphere.

And the wintry conditions continued in earnest in to March with up to 4 inches of snow lying throughout the first week – it was of course a picture post card scene and remained so much longer at Treborth than gardens on the opposite side of the Strait with their favoured southerly aspects. Night time temperatures dropped to minus 5 degrees air frost on the 2/3rd which is close to the lowest recorded at Treborth. After a short respite (during which the pond at Treborth welcomed encouragingly high numbers of frogs and toads) another cold easterly airstream established itself on the 13th and lasted for 11 days. Finally the weather warmed up from the 25th with daytime temperatures consistently rising above 50 degrees Fahrenheit (10 degrees C.), though the down side to this was heavy downpours bringing the rainfall total for March to 5 inches (127mm) and yet more damp despair to gardeners.

The net result has been a late start for most of Treborth’s occupants – grass growth, daffodil bloom, moth emergence, chiffchaff song all set back by a fortnight or so. 

Nigel Brown

Curator
MY LOVE IS LIKE A RED, RED, ROSE
So what is so special about the red rose?  Many kinds don’t do much for me, or my wife but there are some that, as a gardener, I could not be without.

In the first half of my gardening life I thought all roses a waste of time and all rhododendrons were fabulous; now it is the reverse.  Maybe it’s like fizzy drinks and wine.

Let me tell you about some very special red roses.

Tuscany Superb has that mystery that only the best old roses have – a great depth of crimson, a large contrasting central boss of stamens and a devil-may-care untidiness that is totally winning.  Its secret is that each petal has a white satin lining that reflects light back on to the underlying petals.  It flowers with great profusion for several weeks in midseason. It has some perfume but not a lot. However, it is a healthy rose and can be pruned as a low shrub or, as I have found recently, can be tied around a tall tripod of willow up to seven feet.  Feed it well and it will be generous.

While walking the footpaths of Tregarth a few years back I found a “wild” rose right on the roadside, regularly trimmed by the passing tractor and flail.  Cuttings were easily rooted and gave me a most attractive smaller version of Tuscany.  The stems and leaves have vicious prickles of a lighter green colour but the flowers have the same waywardness and knockout colour with moderate fragrance.  It must have been a garden escape but has been well worth rescuing.  It tends to send out long, arching branches from the base which flower the following year all along their length.  If you pin the ends of the branches down, it presents its flowers better and gives you rooted layers to bring to Treborth Plant Sales.  Watch out for black spot if the season is wet.  And its name?  The RHS was stumped but we call it Joan Morgan, in memory of a great naturalist who worked in the Zoology museum of UWB and lived in the little house at Gelli, just along from the escape.

I have been searching for a repeat-flowering, red rose of quality.  My best is the rugosa-hybrid, Roserie de l’Haie, with its dark red, confused, double heads of dark red-violet.  It has a sumptuous 
perfume and is much used in the perfume industry in Europe and the Middle East.  Easy to please, it only needs old branches cut out in winter from time to time.  I thought the Harkness rose, Cardinal Hume, might provide old-fashioned blooms of darkest crimson throughout the season but I am afraid the Cardinal has been a little fragile and has lost his leaves to black spot in most seasons.  It looks as if he might not survive, even although I give him treats and tonics when I remember. 

Violette is a once flowering rambler with great bunches of the sweetest, miniature, Tuscany Superb florets which start off crimson and fade to a beautiful contrasting light purple.  She needs a drier spot against a wall to keep her healthy.

And of course there are the thrilling, blood-red, single flowers of Rosa moyesii on an upright bush with vicious thorns.  This one looks after itself in a wild part of the garden which befits a wild rose.  It is always a nice surprise to see the large, flask-shaped hips which deck the branches with orange-red baubles in the back end of the year, up until Christmas.

I end with the rose with one of the best fragrances of all.  Étoile de Hollande has that amazing Damask scent which almost makes you swoon. I grew the climbing version of this Hybrid Tea for years against the wall at the back of the house but it soon scrambled up the roof to waste its sweetness in the desert air.  So out to the wild garden it went where it has to put up with quite a bit of shade.  It can grow as tall as it likes and flowers away now and then throughout the season, often until the end of the year.  Now there is a red rose for a special occasion but not quite in time for Valentine’s Day!

David Shaw
Vice-Chair
*****

THUGS IN THE GARDEN

Many years ago when I was studying garden design, one of the lecturers was Graham Stuart Thomas on the subject of Plants for Ground Cover.  This was a fashionable theme in those days and most professional  gardeners had a copy of his book on the subject.   My own copy, signed by the author, has helped me through many a tight corner of a planting scheme.  Graham Stuart Thomas sadly died last year and so I can no longer take issue with him on his description of  some plants  that, planted some twenty years ago, have since become real killers in my own garden, smothering choicer favourites and are more or less impossible to eradicate.
Of my top ten most worrying problems here at Bryn Castell there are seven that are included in the aforementioned book.  They are all beautiful, and had they proved to be difficult to cultivate, I should not now be tearing my hair out, or lying awake in the small hours wondering whether to move to a flat with a window  box. The following three are probably the worst of them, which should be covered by Government Health Warnings !!

Sasa veitchii. Listed under ‘Plants for large areas’.  I planted it in the boggy area on one side of the pond, between a group of Shuttle-cock ferns (Matteuccia struthiopteris) and the grey, furry- leaved willow, Salix lanata, with a clump of Euphorbia griffithii ‘Fireglow’ to weave through each of them, linking the planting artistically throughout.  It was wonderful for a few years until arthritis made kneeling difficult and I realised that the bamboo roots were like couch grass crossed with barbed wire.    This  is a most attractive plant (see Cover picture) but should be either grown in a tub sunk in the ground or in grass so that the mower can curtail its spread.   IF ANYBODY WANTS A BIT  THEY ARE WELCOME TO COME AND DIG IT UP,  Please telephone first. (Telephone number:   01248 810399)
My next indiscretion is a bramble Rubus tricolor.  Shining glossy evergreen leaves  on long furry reddish-brown stems which root at the tips and spread up to eight feet in a season forming three foot high mounds.  Marvellous hiding places for the pesky rabbits. Too much for my elderly Jack Russell these days.

Polygonum campanulatum unwisely liberated into the bog garden looked enchanting for a couple of years.  Rosettes of pointed, grooved leaves covered the ground, from which sprung three foot stems topped with clusters of pink bells in dense branching heads.  Too late I watched the inexorable takeover as irises, primulas, hostas and hemerocallis , to say nothing of my Himalayan blue poppies and, worst of all Cimicifuga atropurpurea  were all submerged.  G S-T  describes this plant as clump forming, but he didn’t define the size of the clump.

Before I get struck from above by a bolt of lightening let me pay tribute to the great man, and say that I still admire his work, read and refer to his books, which are indispensable on such subjects as The Old Roses, Colour in the Winter Garden,  The Art of Planting, Gardens of the National Trust, and lots more,  and  I remember fondly the benign gentleman who sat, elbows on the  table, hands clasped, as if to sing a madrigal, patiently answering our rather stupid questions after a long afternoon.

After all it’s not his fault that I planted all these things on the edge of a pond surrounded by pasture enriched by grazing sheep and cattle. 

Grace Gibson 







Committee Member

*****

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR THE CONSERVATION OF PLANTS AND GARDENS

If you know nothing or very little about this important charity founded in 1978, the introduction to the NCCPG on its web site (www.nccpg.com) says it all:
‘Save our Plant Heritage - Pass it on. If you're a gardener, a horticultural enthusiast, or just someone who values our natural and cultural heritage, think about this...our traditional British garden plants are disappearing.

Plants which were once grown in abundance have been lost forever; many others are dwindling fast. The small independent growers who introduced and cultivated hundreds of different plants are gone. And since many never recorded their work, their precious knowledge has died with them.

What is the NCCPG doing about this? Firstly there's our network of 630 National Plant Collections each dedicated to one particular group of plants. Secondly there are our 40 Area Groups throughout Britain. Thirdly there's our Demeter project to record the details of a vast range of plants.’

Its mission is to ‘conserve, grow, propagate, document and make available the amazing resource of garden plants that exists in the UK.’  This is mainly achieved through the National Plant Collection scheme under which individuals or organisations commit themselves to document, collect, develop and preserve certain groups of plants for the future.  The Council provides a huge amount of information via its website on many plant topics such as botanical classification and nomenclature, and where to find a rare plant and the dates of collections’ open days.  Its journal, Plant Heritage, is produced twice a year for members.

Many regional groups of the NCCPG organise programmes of events for their members.  One such is the North Wales Group, chaired by David Toyne, a member of the Friends of Treborth, assisted by committee members many of which are also Friends.  He can be contacted via email address: david-toyne@beeb.net, or by phone on 01978 790576.  The group meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm at the Bod Erw Hotel, St Asaph, down the A55 slip road, unless there is a visit arranged to a garden.  The 2006 programme includes talks on plant families and garden curiosities, a plant sale, a plant hunters’ fair, Gardeners’ Question Time and visits to gardens of particular interest.  The group welcomes visitors to meetings and knowing David and some of his committee, I’m sure the welcome will be a very warm one.

In case you wish to visit Collections in and near North Wales, you may find the following extract from the national list useful:

 Plant Collections in North Wales, Cheshire, Shropshire, Powys and Merseyside
	COLLECTION NAME
	COLLECTION TYPE
	COUNTY
	HOLDER

	Acanthus
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr J Millington

	Adiantum
	Fern
	Cheshire
	Tatton Park NT

	Aralia
	Shrub
	Powys
	Powis Castle NT

	Brugmansia
	Exotic
	Shropshire
	Mr L Valducci

	Brunnera
	Herbaceous
	Cheshire
	Mr T Saville

	Camassia
	Bulb
	Shropshire
	Mrs M Owen

	Campanula excl alpines
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Lingen Nursery

	Cautleya
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr R Bream

	Codiaeum
	Exotic
	Merseyside
	Liverpool CC

	Convallaria
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mrs BB Haugh

	Coriaria
	Shrub
	Gwynedd
	Crug Farm Plants

	Cydonia oblonga
	Fruit
	Cheshire
	Norton Priory Museum and Gdns 

	Daphne
	Shrub
	Cheshire
	Mrs D Field

	Dictamnus
	Shrub
	Shropshire
	Mrs M Owen

	Dionaea
	Exotic
	Shropshire
	Mr King

	Dracaena
	Exotic
	Merseyside
	Liverpool CC

	Echinacae
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr A Brooks

	Embothrium
	Shrub
	Conwy
	Bodnant Gdn NT

	Eucomis
	Bulb
	Cheshire
	Mr K Pratt

	Eucryphia
	Tree
	Conwy
	Bodnant Gdn NT

	Fraxinus
	Tree
	Cheshire
	Tatton Gdn Society

	Fritillaria
	Bulb
	Cheshire
	Mr K Pratt

	Fuchsia, hardy spp/cvs
	Shrub
	Merseyside
	Croxteth Hall and Country Park

	Galanthus
	Bulb
	Shropshire
	Mr D Bromley

	Geranium phaeum cvs
	Herbaceous
	Gwynedd
	Mr J Haunch

	Hedera
	Climber
	Wrexham
	Erddig Hall NT

	Hydrangea
	Shrub
	Wrexham
	The Garden House

	Inula
	Herbaceous
	Cheshire
	Lodge Lane Nursery

	Iris, bearded
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Claire Austin Hardy Plants

	Iris sibirica
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Lingen Nursery

	Iris subgenus Scorpiris
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr J Almond

	Laburnum
	Tree
	Powys
	Powis Castle NT

	Malus, ornamental
	Tree
	Cheshire
	Manchester Univ

	Mentha
	Herbaceous
	Gwynedd
	Mr D Barrett

	Nerine bowdenii cvs and hybrids
	Bulb
	Shropshire
	Mrs M Owen

	COLLECTION NAME
	COLLECTION TYPE
	COUNTY
	HOLDER

	Nymphaea
	Aquatic
	Cheshire
	Stapeley Water Gardens Ltd

	Osteospermum
	Herbaceous
	Cheshire
	Mr and Mrs A Simpson

	Paeonia, hybrid herbaceous
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Claire Austin Hardy Plants

	Paris
	Herbaceous
	Gwynedd
	Crug Farm Plants

	Pinus spp
	Tree
	Cheshire
	Tatton Gdn Society

	Pleurothallidinae spp
	Orchid
	Cheshire
	Mr and Mrs S Manning

	Polygonatum
	Herbaceous
	Gwynedd
	Crug Farm Plants

	Prunus, damson and bullace
	Fruit
	Shropshire
	Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust

	Rhapis, spp and cvs
	Exotic
	Anglesey
	Mr K Andrew

	Rhododendron forrestii
	Shrub
	Conwy
	Bodnant Gdn NT

	Roscoea
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr R Bream

	Rudbeckia
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr A Brooks

	Sarracenia, spp and hybrids
	Exotic
	Shropshire
	Mr King

	Scutellaria
	Herbaceous
	Cheshire
	Mrs L White

	Solenostemon (Coleus)
	Exotic
	Merseyside
	Liverpool CC

	Sorbus
	Tree
	Cheshire
	Manchester Univ

	Stokesia
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mr M Hoare

	Streptocarpus
	Exotic
	Denbighshire
	Dibleys Nurseries

	Tulipa, English florists’ cvs
	Bulb
	Shropshire
	Mr J Snocken

	Veratrum
	Herbaceous
	Shropshire
	Mrs M Owen

	Viburnum, subsect. Thyrsosma, Lantana, Pseudopulus, Tinus, Opulus
	Shrub
	Shropshire
	Lord Kenyon


Angela Thompson

Membership Secretary

*******

GROWING VEGETABLES AND FRUIT ORGANICALLY
I find it immensely satisfying to fill my basket with fresh produce from the garden and producing meals without having to go to the shop!   It has always come completely natural to me to grow our vegetables and fruit organically.   There is nothing magical or mystical about organic gardening.   It is simply a way of working with nature rather than against it, of recycling natural materials to maintain soil fertility and of encouraging natural methods of pest and disease control rather then relying on chemicals. 

To be a successful organic gardener we need to look after the soil carefully.   The simple reason is that we want to grow healthy plants which will be strong and less susceptible to pests and diseases.   When we grow crops we are constantly removing organic material as we harvest our vegetables and fruit, and the soil need to be replenished.   Every year we need to add home made compost, well rotted animal manure and /or growing green manure crops.   Why go to the effort of trying to grow something that the soil can’t support and then struggle with weak plants and low yields! 

So, with the manure or compost dug in, we need to wait for the soil to warm up.   It needs to be around 5-6 degrees centigrade to allow the hardiest seeds to germinate and grow.   This is roughly when the grass starts to grow again.   You can speed up the warming of the soil by placing black plastic, cloches or small hoop poly tunnels on the soil two weeks before planting.

First crops to be sown outdoors (when your soil has warmed up enough)

Broad beans, Peas, Early carrots, Spinach, Swiss chard-leaf beet, Beetroot, Parsnips, Radish, Turnip 

First crops to be planted outdoors

Potatoes (early and maincrop), Onion sets, Shallots, Jerusalem artichokes and Asparagus 

Tips for planting potatoes

Dig in well-rotted manure or garden compost

Plant potato tubers into trenches or in individual holes, 7-15cm         in depth, cover with soil. See spacings below: 

· 1st early – 28-36cm apart, 38-50cm between rows.

· 2nd early & maincrop – 36-45cm apart, 65-75cm between rows. 

Tips for growing onions and shallots

Last year (due to limited time for weeding) we planted our onions through black plastic.   We made a small slit in the plastic every 15cm/6” and planted the sets through these, rows about 25cm/10” apart.   We weighed the plastic down with small stones at intervals and as the onions started to grow I made sure they found their way up.   At either side of the bed we used wooden planks to hold the plastic in place.   The planks are very useful for many different reasons: they provide paths with limited soil compaction; they act as a “slug trap” as slugs hide under them on hot sunny days and we can then remove the slugs in the evening before they go out to forage on our plants.  Onions don’t like weed competition, especially not when young.   The plastic did its job well and we had an enormous crop at the end of July with no weeding at all (see photo).

Tips for the fruit garden

Firm newly planted fruit trees and bushes if the frost has lifted them over the winter.

Finish all planting of bare-rooted trees and bushes as soon as possible.   Don’t worry if you have not managed to plant fruit in your garden yet.   Nurseries and garden centres will have a range of container grown plants that can be planted throughout the spring. 

As the soil warms up apply a mulch.   The most common materials used for mulching fruit, are straw, compost, well rotted manure or black plastic.   Apply the mulch up to 10cm deep, keeping a clear area of around 15 cm diameter around the tree trunk to deter mice. Before mulching hoe carefully, avoiding roots, under the canopy to expose pests to predators. 

Build a fruit cage so that you can protect your fruit from birds 
Good luck with your vegetable growing efforts,  and if you would like more information please contact:-

Anna Williams, tel. 01766-772507 
or e-mail:  anna.williams@eryri-npa.gov.uk
Anna Williams
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GARDENERS’ CHECKLIST OF JOBS TO DO
May

· Sow fast-maturing and late-flowering annuals directly into their flowering position

· Move over-wintered hardy annuals to their final flowering position
· Water and feed plants in the greenhouse regularly

· Stake border plants to provide support as they grow

· Begin feeding plants in containers and continue through the summer

· Harden off hanging baskets and window-boxes ready to put in position outdoors when all danger of frost is over

· Cover the ground under strawberries with straw or matting to protect ripening fruit from mud and from slugs and other pests

· Start to cut lawns with naturalised bulbs;  make the first cut high

· Prune deciduous spring-flowering shrubs over three years old as they finish flowering

June
· Sow seeds of fast-maturing annuals directly into the ground and thin any seedlings sown earlier in the year.

· Divide early-flowering perennials such as primulas

· Lift spring bulbs when the foliage has died down if you need the space and can’t leave them in the ground;  store the bulbs in boxes in a well-ventilated place

· Take cuttings of carnations, fuchsias, herbs and many shrubs and perennials to root in the greenhouse

· Cut back rock plants after flowering and trim trailing and invasive plants in the rock garden

· Clip fast-growing established hedges such as privet

· Plant out vegetables including runner beans, cabbage, cauliflower, celery, kale and sprouting broccoli

· Sow courgettes, marrows, pumpkins and squashes directing into their growing position
July

· Check regularly to see if plants need water.   New plantings, seedlings and plants in containers are all particularly vulnerable and may need water every day

· Weed and deadhead plants regularly, checking for pests and diseases at the same time

· Adjust supports as plants grow

· Reduce the length of wisteria tendrils by half

· Harvest fruit, vegetables and herbs whiles they are in prime condition.   Freeze, store or give away produce if you cannot use it all immediately

· Peg down runners on strawberry plants that you want to propagate

· Mow the lawn regularly, raising the height of the cutting blades in very dry weather

· Give roses a final feed for the year

· Feed tomato plants regularly

August
· Deadhead regularly to encourage more flowers unless you want seeds or hips to form

· Order spring-flowering bulbs to plant in the autumn

· Start off the first spring cabbages

· Remove the growing tips of tomato plants in the greenhouse to encourage rapid development of the fruits on the top trusses

· Hand weed heather beds and replace mulch if necessary

· Check for reversion on variegated shrubs and trees and remove all-green shoots

· Check regularly to see if plants need water.   Hanging baskets and small containers may need watering every day

· Repair, clean and disinfect the greenhouse during the quiet summer period, putting all the plants outside temporarily

Andrea Roberts

Editor
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Wildlife Gardening Competition

Due to the great success of previous years, this will be the fourth year that the best wildlife garden competition has run.  The competition is organized by the Snowdonia Wildlife Gardening Project, which is made up of a mixture of organizations,  such as local County Councils, wildlife organizations such as North Wales Wildlife Trust and RSPB, community groups and local gardens (including Treborth Botanic Gardens).  The aim of the project is to give support and advice to all those people who are keen to make their garden more wildlife friendly, but don’t know how.  There 

are four categories to the competition: private gardens, business gardens, school gardens and community gardens.    

The judges look for gardens with a variety of different habitats within them that may help a variety of wildlife, such as: nectar rich plants, a log pile, a source of water, some shrubs, some longer grass, areas for birds to nest.  They also look for good methods of gardening, such as making your own compost, collecting rain water and not using pesticides. The prizes for the competition include money to spend on your garden, some wildlife friendly plants, bird feeders and some garden tools and the prize giving competition is a really fun day held at Portmeirion Gardens (who are a partner in the project).

If you would like a leaflet about the competition or a free wildlife gardening pack then please contact Anna Williams, the Wildlife Gardening Project Officer on: 01766 770274 Email: anna.willims@eryri-npa.gov.uk or write to: Anna Williams, Ecology Department, Snowdonia National Park Offices, Penrhyndeudreath, Gwynedd, LL48 6LF

If you would like to know more about how to create a butterfly border in your garden then why not come along to the butterfly gardening event being held by Butterfly Conservation and Conwy’s Biodiversity officer on Sunday July 23rd in Old Colwyn.  
For more details, please contact the Biodiversity Officer on 01492 575123 or email: becky.groves@conwy.gov.uk
	Etm Books - Anglesey    

Natural History books bought and sold

Rare, antiquarian and general

Your ‘wants lists’ welcome

Occasional catalogues issued

Contact: Nigel Jones  

etm-books@zen.co.uk


	EVANS BROS

(CALOR GAS CENTRE)

Garden Supplies
Hardware, Power Tools, Gas Appliances & Cylinder Refills

Key and Glass Cutting

Household Goods

4 – 6, High Street

Menai Bridge

Telephone:  01248 712388
Supplier of peat-free Potting Compost to Treborth Botanic Garden




	THE MUSE BOOKSHOP
New and Used Books

Occasional Catalogues and Rare and Out-of-Print

Natural History Books

Treborth Botanic Garden ……. Friends Discount
43, Holyhead Road, Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2EU

Telephone:  01248 362072  email:  gogarth@btconnect.com



	RICKARDS HARDY FERNS

We have the widest variety of ferns and tree ferns available in the U.K.
As a keen gardener, or specialist collector, you’re bound to find something here for you

Open all the year, but best to ring first

Catalogues on request.   Please enclose 5 x 1st class stamps

Special 10% discount for Friends of Treborth
WE AIM TO PROVIDE THE HIGHEST QUALITY PLANTS AND SERVICE
Carreg y Fedwen,                                      Tel:  01248 602944 (day)

Sling,                                                                  01248 677641 (eves.)

Tregarth,                                                            07811 372276 (mob.)

Bangor,

Gwynedd,                                                   email:  rickardshardy@freeuk.co.uk

LL57 4RP.                                                  www.rickardshardyferns.co.uk
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