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EDITOR’S BIT

A warm welcome to the 9th edition of the Newsletter. As I mentioned in the last edition, Treborth is very much a place of change at the moment, with much happening both in the gardens and behind the scenes. Our first tier of activity (basically involving essential maintenance work) is well underway, and, what with tree felling (reported in the last edition), clearing of the rock-garden (see article in this edition) and the astonishing amount of work being done by all the Friends in the volunteers sessions, Treborth is looking better than it has done for a long time. 

A database, cataloguing all the native and cultivated species in the gardens, is also developing rapidly, thanks to the help of Katherine Vint who has been inputting vast numbers of records in the past few weeks. Despite the intrinsic value brought by accurate record-keeping, an immediate effect of this is the appearance of plant labels all over the garden. It is a real relief to see these at long-last, as so many people have been asking for them for so long.

Another development has been the production of a detailed, properly surveyed site map of Treborth, which will allow us to place the plants in the database into their correct place. This has been undertaken by David Toyne and Glenna Goodwin, who have given much time to its production. Many thanks to them both.

There is, as always, much more to do, but it really feels that the gardens are at last beginning to move forward. All this activity is reflected in events regarding Treborth's future too. I'm pleased to report that the second tier of action, an application for Objective 1 funding in conjunction with the University, is also gaining momentum. Plans are being finalized for what developments can or could take place, and an extremely successful Open Day was held, in which local dignitaries, including the Mayor of Bangor and our local MP, Mrs Betty Williams, gave their unanimous backing and support for a major development of the gardens. Watch this space!

Finally, two items need highlighting. Firstly, please make an effort to attend this years AGM (12th October, see diary). As always, we'll keep the official business to a minimum, and emphasize the main attraction, which this year is a talk by Dr Maurice Lock. As well as being a staunch supporter of Treborth, and a principle initiator of the events described above, Maurice is an acclaimed scientist and busies himself with determining nothing less than the origin of life itself. His talk, "Evolution of the biosphere - a story of brown stuff and green stuff" promises to be an eye-opening exploration of a fundamental question we have all considered - how did life begin?

Secondly, being AGM time, it's time for subscriptions as well. We do hope you'll continue your support for us, especially as this support is now reaping rewards. A subscription form for the year 2000/2001 is enclosed (please complete and return before or at the AGM). To make life easier for you, a Direct Debit form is also enclosed. If you wish to pay this way, please complete the form (with your own bank's details at the top) and send it to your bank, and return a copy with your subscription form, having ticked the 'Direct Debit' box. 

Many thanks for your continued support!

The next edition of the Newsletter is due out in January 2001. As always, all articles will be gratefully received (preferably on disk); please submit any contributions to me by 1st December 2000.

Trevor Dines (Newsletter Editor)

Rhyd y Fuwch, Bethel, Caernarfon, Gwynedd  LL55 3PS.

e-mail: Trevor@rhydyfuwch.freeserve.co.uk
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THE ROCKERY AT TREBORTH 

The rockery at Treborth dates from 1977 when the original rockery on the site was reconstructed and extended.  Sloping towards the north, and mainly on a heavy clay loam, two differing types of rock were used - sandstone in the eastern half and limestone in the western half nearest the rhizotron.

Originally a number of dwarf conifers were planted, but they became too vigorous and were swamping and casting shade on more choice specimens.  When in the year 2000 a decision to replant parts of the rockery was made, several of these trees were removed.   Also overgrown were some large groups of Rosemary, Rosmarinus officinalis, Helichrysum splendidum, and big clumps of Male-fern Dryopteris filix-mas.  The worst offender was Ladies Mantle, Alchemilla mollis, which had seeded profusely and sent its strong roots and stems under the rocks.  A spreading clump of Persicaria affinis had almost hidden a choice plant of Sorbus reducta.  A valiant band of volunteers have been waging war, and were joined on Sunday March 26th by members of the Alpine Garden Society North Wales Group.  Torrential rain failed to deter these stalwarts, and after a hot drink and lunch the sun eventually shone to dry everyone out.  Several truck loads of plant material were carted off, to reveal a somewhat barren area; as every good gardener knows, this presents a marvellous planting opportunity.

In addition to the remaining conifers, and a beautiful Birch (Betula pubescens subsp. odorata) from Norway, there are already in situ several attractive, interesting and well established plants.  Not perhaps the most striking but perhaps the most valuable is a good plant of Cotoneaster cambricus (Great Orme Berry), the only native member of this genus, and confined to the Great Orme in Llandudno.

Grevillea juniperina x G  rosmarinifolia ‘Canberra Gem’ is much admired, producing bright red flowers throughout the year. Good specimens of several willows, the Downy Willow (Salix lapponum) and Halberd Willow (Salix hastata 'Wehrhahnii') are well spaced on the lower levels.

An excellent collection of mainly evergreen ericaceous shrubs, dwarf rhododendrons, azaleas and  Pieris, and several choice alpines were planted in 1995 with money kindly donated by The Friends of Plant Biology. With the addition of copious dressings of leaf mould, these are now good specimens and flower well.  Several Friends have donated plants suitable for the rockery and we have several smaller Hebe including, Hebe ochracea ‘James Stirling’ with its gold-green foliage and tiny white flowers.

With the smaller geraniums, several good clumps of primulas and a carpet of Cotoneaster congestus, the scene is set for further interesting plantings in the Autumn.

Watch this space!

Pauline Perry (Chairman) and Ann Wood  (Secretary)
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CONSERVING WELSH BIODIVERSITY

Treborth Botanic Gardens is currently working with the Countryside Council for Wales to help conserve the Belted Beauty moth (Lycia zonaria subsp. britannica). This moth is restricted to base-rich coastal grasslands on the west coast of Britain. Two sub-species of L. zonaria are recognised in the UK, L. zonaria subsp. atlantica is found in Scotland, whilst L. zonaria subsp. britannica is confined to dune grassland at three sites in north-west England and only a single locality in Wales. 

In Wales it was once found more generally on the coast of Caernarvonshire and Flintshire. However coastal developments and excessive collecting have both taken their toll. Records suggest in the 1860's a collector paid children 1p for each moth they collected and as a result large numbers were removed from the coast. Subsequent collectors reported the moth was becoming scarce in Wales as a result of both collecting and the growth of Victorian tourism. Today it is found on only one Welsh site, trapped between eroding coastal dunes and modern developments.

On warm spring days the adults of both sexes can be found resting on vegetation, with males also flying on sunny afternoons. The grey wingless females lay egg batches in dead plant stalks, particularly the dead flower spikes of Yarrow (Achillea millefolium). 

The larvae can be found from mid-May to mid-July feeding on Bird's-foot Trefoil (Lotus corniculatus). In July the larvae pupate in the soil and the majority of adults emerge the following year, although there is evidence that emergence can be delayed for up to four years if the weather conditions are unsuitable.

In order to learn more about its ecology, experimental plots have been established at Treborth to allow the rearing of the larval through to pupation. This will give a clearer understanding of the pupation requirements of the moth and help provide some of the critical conservation information needed for the species. This will enable more effective management of the species on its last Welsh site.

In working on this priority moth species Treborth Botanic Gardens is able to act in the best traditions of biodiversity conservation, working at the local level on a species of great importance to Wales and the UK as a whole. By helping secure the survival of this species we are playing our part in protecting the biological richness of the planet.

Dylan Lloyd

OOPP

FRIENDS OF TREBORTH EVENTS

Marine Plant Workshop

Saturday 15th April 2000 

On the day of the workshop there were dramatic snow-clad views of Snowdonia, framed by golden gorse across the Menai Strait.  Meeting at the car park, a brief shower gave way to sunshine which highlighted the wild-cherry blossom.  A group of 25 Friends made their welly-clad way down to Church Island and the marine muds and rock pools.

We were fortunate on two major counts, one in having a wonderful location and the other in having with us as leader a rare breed of Marine botanist, Dr Eifion Jones, a retired lecturer in the School of Ocean Sciences.  His enthusiasm soon became evident in his historic knowledge of the tidal flora of the area, although the introduction began with the largest plant on Anglesey, the giant Cupressus macrocarpa, which dominates Church Island.  First noticed on the sheltered side of the island about five years ago, a few plants of the Sea-purslane (Atriplex portulacoides) have now covered a long stretch of saltmarsh.  Tales of fisherman's welly-boot cleaning prevailed.  The white flowering Common Scurvygrass (Cochlearia officinalis) was abundant, and Nigel pointed out specimens of the Green Alkanet (Pentaglottis sempervirens), and the emerging plants of Early Purple Orchid (Orchis mascula).  Bright green growth of the Saltmarsh Grass Puccinellia maritima and algae mats of Enteromorpha could be seen on the exposed area of the island's shoreline.  Herons flew to their nests in tall pines across the strait and we continued to the foot of the towering Menai Bridge.  We investigated the rock pools, finding common and brittle starfish;  shore, edible and hermit crabs.  Here Eifion was able to show the group, after a handy instant rope way down the bank, a wide range of tidal plants.  Upper levels had specimens of Channelled Wrack (Pelvetia canaliculata) and Spiral Wrack (Fucus spiralis).  At mid levels were dominant mounds of the Toothed Wrack (Fucus serrata) and the abundant Bladder Wrack (Fucus vesiculosus).  Some of the bulbous bladder stems of the Knotted Wrack Ascophyllum nodosum also supported small epiphytic plants of Polysiphonia lanosa.  In the deeper waters we found the Oarweed (Laminaria digitata) which is usually about one metre in length and Eifion commented that it was unusual in this area as the species can grow up to three metres long.  The red alga Irish Moss (Chondrus crispus) was found at all levels often floating like flotsam on the line of the tide.

Another highlight, not to mention Pauline's tea crew, was to see the specimens under the microscope at the laboratory in Treborth Botanic Garden.  The place was noisy with questions on the magnified secrets of sponges and seaweeds.  I overheard Eifion explaining to a group of ladies, and he said "Now this one is amazing", then a pause and "Come to think of it they are all amazing".

John Whitehead

The Plant Fair  

Saturday April 29th 2000

Once more the Friends had a stall at this very popular event. Arranged by the Gwynedd Branch of the Welsh Historic Gardens Trust at Crug Farm Plants, Sue and Bleddyn Wynn-Jones made us all feel welcome. This was again a most enjoyable and profitable day for us.  In spite of chilly conditions we made a total of £225-00  Thanks are due to the many Friends who donated plants and stayed to help.  In particular, David and Patricia Saunders from the Lleyn had brought several interesting plants, and as well as Bamboos from their own garden they had potted up and labelled specimens from Treborth.  They spent many hours advising customers on cultivation and aftercare.  With several committee members and  other Friends the stall was well staffed all day and we actually sold out!  This is a good chance to talk to our members and gain more support for the Garden.  We will be there again next year, on May 5th  and will have some more interesting and rare plants for sale.

Pauline Perry (Chairman) and Ann Wood  (Secretary)

A Visit to Glansevern Hall and Powys Castle

Saturday 13th May 2000

Not that we were late, but the coach went round the island at St Asaph twice before it found us - and there was an almost audible sigh of relief from the twenty assembled Friends as we boarded - we weren't going to hold up the outing and jeopardize their 100% enjoyment record! The weather held too - all the way there and most of the time in the gardens - but it was unseasonably cold.

After an uneventful journey but an exciting joust between coach and car park dimensions, we alighted at Glansevern Hall and the owner, Neville Thomas, was awaiting our arrival, ready to give us a guided tour of what turned out to be an imaginative garden restoration.

The Hall dates from 1801 and was built in the Greek Revival style by Arthur Davies Owen, remaining in his family until after the Second World War. Neville and Jenny Thomas acquired the Hall in 1982 and immediately started to restore and develop both the hall and buildings and the eighteen acres of gardens.

The outer courtyard now houses an ornamental ironworks - complete with blacksmith and forge - from where at least one of our company has ordered some stylish curtain poles. From thence through the stable block entrance (paying our dues on the way) to the inner stable courtyard, which is airy and spacious with a central fountain, now waterless and planted with Photinia x fraseri 'Birmingham'. The restoration here is almost complete and houses a tea-room with al fresco seating (and admirably stodgy fruit cake), gift shop, gallery and plant sales area - very much á la National Trust style and quality.

And so, into the gardens. Mr Thomas took us first through the wooded lawns and woodland to the lake where dredging has produced enough soil to reinstate a sizeable island - the original having declined to little more than a weed covered mound. This is now reached (by the owners and privileged guests only) via a new, flat bridge at water level, protected from public incursion by a stout and attractive (if a little out of place) wrought iron gate - made, presumably, by the resident blacksmith.

A surprise encounter in the woods by the lake is the Primula garden, a sort of confectionery of ferns, candelabra and denticulata primulas and other lovers of moist growing conditions, set in three sides of a wooded glade, backed by exotic palms, and with the lake as the fourth side. Two brief return visits here revealed that other members were similarly attracted to this peaceful scene.

Throughout the garden there are many trees remaining from the original planting, which appears to be mainly Victorian - such as two magnificent Planes, one of which is almost certainly Platanus orientalis and the other .... well, Mr Thomas believes it is an uncommon species but has been unable to confirm it - and even our illustrious gathering was unable to offer any further help!

There is also an absolutely magnificent Beech (Fagus sylvatica), almost certainly pre-dating Victoria judging by its dimensions, an enormous Birch (bearing leaves, but nothing else, like Betula jacquemontii) with a stupendous healed/callused split, almost from top to bottom, which it wears as a battle scar of the 1976 drought. After walking through a naturally interwoven and grafted Wisteria arch over the formal pool, a marvellous Cucumber Tree (Magnolia acuminata) with the most beautiful glaucous, waxy-blue flower buds, graces the lawns at the front of the house, closely accompanied by the obligatory Medlars (Mespilus germanica), and a Tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) just waiting for autumn to produce its flaming display.

Interspersed with the mature plantings are more recently planted but well established and vigorous Maidenhair Trees (Ginkgo biloba), Swamp Cypress (Taxodium distichum) - which is apparently the third to be planted and, like its predecessors, is still not doing at all well - Chinese Fir (Cunninghamia lanceolata), Antarctic Beech (Nothofagus antartica), Japanese Umbrella Pine (Sciadopitys verticillata), and the cascade of tumbling white bracts of Cornus Eddie's White Wonder - to mention just a few of the specimens, old and new, which, together with the Primula garden, the grotto and the lakes, make Glansevern well worth another visit as far as I'm concerned.

But the day wasn't yet over, we had Powis Castle to come.

Although I have been to this lovely garden many times at many seasons, it seems I must have missed May - and the belting blue Ceanothus, the yomping yellow Banksian Rose, the crinkly croziered ferns, the burgeoning bedding in the top, sub-tropical terrace, not to mention the ferociously fecund Fuchsia procumbens, eight feet high and totally belying its name. I must make and effort to go to Powis in December - I've never been in that month either...

Glenna Goodwin (Committee Member)

A Visit to the Rhosneigr Dunes

Wednesday 21st June 2000

During a week of unsettled weather we were fortunate on the evening of the visit to Rhosneiger to have nothing more serious to contend with than a brisk southerly breeze.  Shortly after 6 pm a group of around 40 Friends assembled to explore the dunes at Rhosneigr, adjacent to the airfield, under the guidance of Nigel Brown.  Before setting out Nigel explained how many of the species of plants coped with an environment that could be both harsh and hostile.

After examining Sea Holly (Eryngium maritimum) and discussing its previous medicinal uses the group admired the diminutive, creeping Sea Heath (Frankenia laevis) which has successfully colonised the saltmarsh adjacent to the dunes.  It is of particular interest that the nearest other site in mainland UK is at Portland Bill on the Dorset coast.  Two of the dominant grasses were examined, Lyme Grass (Leymus arenarius) and Marram (Ammophila arenaria).  Nigel explained how the deeply corrugated leaves of the latter, and its ability to furl them, helped to conserve moisture.  His comment that a small insect would find these ribs on the inside of the leaf as difficult to cross as a series of Grand Canyons, emphasised their scale!  The Sea Rush (Juncus maritimus) copes with the intrusion of salt laden water by pumping it into its leaves which then die and the plant produces a new set to replace them.  Other specialist plants examined were Sea Beet (Beta vulgaris), Sea Plantain (Plantago maritima) and Sea Purslane (Atriplex portulacoides).

The area offers three species of Centaury (Centaurium spp.).  In addition to the Common Centaury (C. erythraea) and Seaside Centaury (C. littorale), the rather scarcer Lesser Centaury (C. pulchellum) is to be found in the ruts adjacent to the path, where competition from more vigorous plants is at a minimum.  Sea Lavenders (Limonium spp.) were only just coming into flower, but close examination will reveal three species during July and August.

Moving into the dunes proper we admired the variety of orchids.  The Pyramidal Orchid (Anacamptis pyramidalis) seem to be having a good year and can be found throughout the slacks.  A scattering of Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera) were found, but the largest numbers were of Northern Marsh Orchid (Dactylorhiza purpurella) and Early Marsh Orchid (D. incarnata).  Dotted amongst them were some exceptionally large specimens, some of which had spotted leaves.  These were considered to be hybrids with the Common Spotted Orchid (D. fuchsii).  The first of the hundreds of Marsh Helleborine (Epipactis palustris) were just coming into flower.  Later in August, close by, the delicate spikes of Autumn Ladies Tresses (Spiranthes spiralis) can be found.

During the walk Cinnabar moths (Tyria jacobaeae) and Six-spot Burnet (Zygaena filipendulae) were flashing their warning crimson wings, with the caterpillars of the former already stripping the common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea); other caterpillars found included those of the Drinker moth (Philudoria potatoria) and the large handsome four-eyed Emperor moth (Saturnia pavonia).  We finished our expedition admiring the holes of a flourishing colony of Sand Martins (Riparia riparia) which were excavated in the steep bank over a bend of the River Crigyll as it winds its way to the shore.

A most enjoyable evening enhanced by Nigel's narratives and hopefully many of the Friends will feel enthused to come and explore the dunes throughout the year.

Cedric Lynch

Treborth Botanic Garden Open Day

Sunday 30th July 2000

The Friends pulled out all the stops to help prepare Treborth for this important Open Day. And what a superb job they did! The gardens were looking truly superb as the day dawned bright and clear. In the morning, a number of local dignitaries attended a special talk and tour of Treborth. This was arranged to galvanize support for our bid for Objective 1 funding and proved a great success.

In the afternoon, the 'gates' were thrown open to the public and we had a superb turnout, the visitors no doubt encouraged by the warm sunshine. In the heat, the greenhouses quickly became hot and sticky, so we concentrated on tours of the gardens. The recently cleared rock garden was the first stop, where Cotoneaster cambricus and the Norwegian Betula pubescens subsp. odorata, with its 6 week growing season, were admired. Then on to the bamboo collection (many of which are looking really strong at the moment) with some biology and advice on planting, and a quick look at the woodland. Backtracking to the pond, where the new seat was admired, we highlighted the aggressive alien New Zealand Pigmyweed (Crassula helmsii) which can quickly overwhelm a small pond and is spreading rapidly in the wild. Next, the Sorbus collection and the un-mown plots were discussed, the latter attracting much attention for their wildlife value. Then came a real highlight, as the hot, breezy afternoon meant that the Eucalyptus dalrympleana was transpiring vast quantities of water from its roots to its leaves. Being thin-barked, the water-conducting vessels of this tree lie just under the surface, and, on days such as these, the water can literally be heard gushing through the pipes and up the trunk. A remarkable plant! The tours were completed with a look at the magnificent Phormium collection and the key-hole beds. 

Inside the laboratory, Jo Hughes had arranged a wonderful and detailed display of herbal plants. These included live specimens of the species in question, along with sample products, books, and comprehensive information sheets. This display deservedly attracted much attention, and Jo was able to answer peoples questions and also guide them outside, where Tracey Johnson had placed the relevant information sheets next to wild examples throughout the garden.

Rob Elias from the Biocomposites Centre, Bangor, arranged a display of the wide range of products now being produced from Hemp (Cannabis sativa). This is part of a new local initiative encouraging farmers to grow this plant for alternative, sustainable industries, and further emphasized the theme of the day, 'Plants for People'.

A display of rare and scarce native plants was also staged, and a plant stall was expertly hosted by Pete Frost, where his homegrown cacti and other plants raised an astonishing £95.

Tea and biscuits were available all day, and were much appreciated in the hot weather. Many thanks to all those that attended and to everyone that helped make the day a success.  As proof of this, over £500 was raised and will go into the Treborth Development Fund. Open days are always hard work, but are the most rewarding of the Friends activities, bringing the public into the botanic garden and allowing them to enjoy its many diverse riches. 

Trevor Dines (Editor)

WEATHER AND WILDLIFE

Rainfall & Air Temperature for May, June & July in 1999 and 2000
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May was definitely a month of two contrasting halves, the first with fine, dry, settled weather and an easterly airstream, the second with an unsettled westerly character which produced over 2 inches of rain and a minimum temperature of 2oC on the 30th.

June was thankfully much drier than 1999 though the first half was generally dull.  The third week produced by far the hottest day of the year so far (29oC on the 18th) and a fine settled spell characterised the final week.

July on the other hand proved twice as wet as 1999 with mixed weather in the first half of the month and a surprisingly low night temperature of just 4.75oC on the 18th.  During the second half however a prolonged dry spell of 12 days made a pleasant contrast to most parts of the U.K. which were enduring an unsettled midsummer.

The breeding season for birds was generally successful and a good number of fledgling passerines were observed throughout the period, for example a mixed flock of 30 Long tailed tits and 30 Blue tits on the 7th of July.  On the strength of this, two pairs of Sparrowhawks were also successful and the incessant cries of their young provided continuous background chorus throughout the second half of July.

Once again there were no terns breeding on the island in the Strait but noisy parties of Sandwich and ‘Comics’ passed through from time to time along with waders such as Whimbrel whose whistling call was noted from the 16th July onwards.

Rabbits had a bumper-breeding season, unfortunately!  Three cheers then for a fox, observed casually hunting mid-afternoon down the Garden drive on the 16th May whilst weasels may well have also taken a useful toll and were seen on several occasions including an adult and a youngster busily patrolling the edge of one of the long grass plots on the 29th July.

After a good showing of Orange tips in early May, butterflies were in short supply until July.  Then Clouded Yellow and Comma were observed plus good numbers of Ringlet, Gatekeeper and Meadow Brown.  This period coincided with some good moth catches, the highest being 220 individuals of 50 species on the night of 4th /5th July.  The nationally scarce Blomer’s Rivulet appeared in reasonable quantity and local moths such as Pretty Chalk Carpet and Poplar Grey were exciting.  A total of 252 Cockchafers were also live-trapped in May during the normal nightly operation of the Robinson light trap and continued to appear in small numbers until 7th July.

The distinctive orange red caps of Stropharia aurantiaca, a scarce saprophytic fungus, reappeared in quantity on the keyhole bed after fresh applications of Edwin Thorman’s bark mulch.

Finally, it is pleasing to report 17 flowers of Herb Paris (Paris quadrifolia) this year, and in the meadow areas at least 6 Bee Orchids (Ophrys apifera), 25 Common Twayblade (Listera ovata), over 1000 Common Spotted Orchids (Dactylorhiza fuchsii), a significant increase in Hay Rattle (Rhinanthus minor) and two new native plant records - Bog Pimpernell (Anagallis tenella) spotted by Glenna Goodwin whilst assisting David Toyne mapping the Garden, and Burnet Saxifrage (Pimpinella saxifraga) found by Katherine Vint during a detailed survey of the meadow plots this summer.

Nigel Brown (Curator)

UUVV

ADVENTURES IN PERU

When we set off for Peru, little did we know that the next few months would turn into the next few years!

As we stepped onto the plane we were of course very excited. Though we have travelled to many parts of the world we have never been to South America. We chose to visit Peru as a friend was working in the Andean city
of Cajamarca, a city steeped in history, known as the place of the last Inca battle. It was here that the last Inca emperor was captured by the Spanish and held to ransom for one room of gold and two rooms of silver. After the ransom had been paid he was tried and put to death; thus the Inca rule had come to an end.

We arrived at the beautiful city of Cajamarca, which is at 2,670 meters above sea level surrounded by the Andean Mountains. After only a few days the weather started to change and the conditions worsened rapidly; within a week the city was cut off from the rest of the country. 

The torrential rainstorms of the most devastating El Nino effect in living memory were upon us. The roads were washed away in huge landslides, and then the power lines began to slip from the mountainsides leaving us with no electricity. This also meant the drinking water stopped as the processing plant runs on electricity. 

We became a city under siege and supplies started to run out. First it was the gas bottles so we could not cook or boil water, the drinking water ran out and
then the tinned food. When the diesel and petrol ran out of course transport came to a halt.


It was at this point that I was approached by a private school, which was missing an English teacher. The offer of work was until the end of June. As we could not travel and explore the country we decided to take up the offer.

Paul was then offered work with a gold exploration company drilling for samples on mountain tops. After six months we were asked to stay on until the year's end and as the weather was now good we had a great opportunity to travel around Peru during the many holidays we had.

In December as Paul's contract had ended we decided to return to Wales. We started to pack then Paul was called to Lima and offered a new contract with a large company, Caterpillar, in the gold mine. My school asked me to stay so we decided to stay one more year.

Paul's contract was completed early and I discovered I was pregnant with our first child so we decided to return to Wales in August 1999.

Unsure about the future we searched for the next employment and found our hearts were not in it. We decided to use the wealth of knowledge we had gained from years of world travel with the gained experience of the many tours we took around Peru to launch our own company called Peruvian Secrets, offering small group tours to the widest range of destinations within
Peru.

We have discovered a wealth of interesting places and include in our itinerary some of the best places to see fauna and flora anywhere in the world.

We have a leading expert on orchids and tropical plants along with expert guides on the amazing history of the Incas. Best of all we have a beautiful baby girl called Alicia who is a constant reminder of the joy we had in this fascinating country.

If you would like to find out more about Peruvian Secrets and how you too can travel with us to this amazing place, then please contact us at Bryn Chwilog, Talwrn, Llangefni, Ynys Mon LL77 7TD, or check our website at www.peruviansecrets.co.uk

Jane Wright (First Secretary of the Friends of Treborth Botanic Garden)


AABB

LACEY LECTURE

This lecture, organised by the North Wales Wildlife Trust in memory of Professor W.S. Lacey, a senior botanist at Bangor University and a great supporter of Treborth Botanic Garden, may be of interest to the Friends. The speaker will be Tim Haines, Executive Director/Producer of the
acclaimed BBC series "Walking with Dinosaurs", who also happens to be an ex-Bangor graduate. 


It will take place on Saturday 2nd December at 3pm in the Main Arts Lecture Theatre, College Road, University of Wales, Bangor. Tickets £5, Children/students £3. 

There will also be a Wildlife Trust Christmas sales stall.

Trevor Dines (Editor)

OOPP

PEOPLE

Our warmest congratulations go to Judy Ling Wong on being awarded an OBE for her work with ethnic minority groups. You may recall Judy's beautiful illustration of a bamboo on the cover of the last Newsletter. Well done!

Trevor Dines (Editor)

A NEW SEAT AT TREBORTH 

Recent visitors to the Botanic Garden may have noticed a new seat fixed in position near the pond.  This has been donated in memory of Dr R.W. Phillips (1854-1926) by two of his grandchildren, Eryl Jones and Gerald Beardmore.

Dr Phillips was educated in the Bangor Normal College and St John's College, Cambridge where he took first class honours in the Natural Science Tripos.  The day before the University College of North Wales was opened in 1884 he was appointed Permanent Lecturer in Biology; later, after the appointment of more staff, becoming the first Professor of Botany.  In 1898 he obtained his D.Sc. from London University for research in marine algae carried out at the College.

Pauline Perry (Chairman)
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AN APPRECIATION OF TREBORTH

I have been a Friend of Treborth for three years now, but my association with the garden goes further back than that. Since you have requested articles for the Newsletter, here I go with my story of appreciation.

It all started a long time ago when I was a little local girl during the war years. In those days, we always travelled by train and then bus for the final few miles home. So it was that we would alight at Menai Bridge station, which was on the Bangor side near the entrance to Treborth Gardens, and from there catch the bus to Glanrafon. The stations along the north coast line were such pretty, well kept places, with all sorts of magical trimmings in their gardens, especially those at Aber and Llanfairfechan. It was like a journey through fairyland.

But those days came to an end when the family moved to Scotland to follow my father's employment. The shock was enormous for me and I have since written two books describing those years which are selling well locally. However, this little story is of how I ventured through the gates of the Treborth Gardens quite some years ago now to be part of one of Nigel Brown's fungus forays. What a wondrous joyful opening to another world that was! From there, I was kindly allowed to accompany the students on other forays too. Many, many thanks for those privileges, as for the last 5 years I have been a full-time carer for my husband and can only attend functions if there happens to be someone to take my place.

But (and this is a big but!) I can fully enjoy the peaceful walks through the woods to the far perimeter and soak up the magical atmosphere therein. How lucky we are to have such a haven of green natural land between the two bridges. My dogs are kept on leashes when near the lawns and flower beds, but I will let you into a secret. The part I enjoy the most is deep in the woods, searching out the dryads in the trees, hugging a tree and gaining support and calm from those majestic wise trees.

May I share with Newsletter readers this philosophy of mine. To lean against a tree is invigorating and to hug a tree is calming. We have an affinity with trees - feet in the ground - bodies standing upright and heads in the air. They refresh you and open doors to the soul.

Walking quietly in Treborth Gardens is my medicine for body and soul, when time permits. Thank you for the privilege - most of all I feel safe there. Thank you Nigel.

Sheila Freeman
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COVER PICTURE

It is wonderful to have another cover picture produced specially for the Newsletter, and the illustration of Sorbus 'Pink Ness' by Kay Rees-Davis on this month's cover is a real gem. Kay will now be known to many Friends through her recent talk, and after her superb exhibition at Penhryn Castle.  She is an excellent botanical artist, as evident from her pen-and-ink drawing, and we are extremely fortunate to have her as a Member of the Friends.

As visitors to Treborth on the recent open day will have learnt, we have quite a collection of native and alien Sorbus species and cultivars. Of the most valuable are a collection of rare native Whitebeams, some of which are endemic to Britain (such as Sorbus minima, found only in Breconshire, and S. pseudofennica from Arran in Scotland). As with the cultivar Kay has illustrated for us, these came from the collection at Ness.  Ornamental Sorbus are also grown, and amongst the best is S. americana, which produces a compact tree which berries well and bears large leaves. These turn a stunning yellow, and then red, in the autumn.
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A DRAGON LANDS IN WALES

The launch of the New National Botanic Garden of Wales at Middleton Hall in Carmarthenshire earlier this year is of interest to us all, and we warmly wish the project every possible success. Amongst the notable plants assembled there, John Whitehead suggests you look out for Dracaena draco, the Dragon Tree ....

1969:  I was involved in transplanting mature rhododendrons in the Dell at Kew with Ivor Stokes, now Director of Horticulture at the National Botanic Garden of Wales, which officially opened on the 24th May 2000

1976:  Seed was collected from the worlds largest specimen of the Canary Island Dragon Tree (Dracaena draco), at Icod de los Vinos, Tenerife.

1999:  The resulting Dragon Tree, still growing in a container, finally pushed its crown against the glasshouse roof at Merrist Wood College (near Guildford in Surrey), almost shouting in Welsh - "I want a new home".

2000:  A Welsh sponsored removal van delivered the Dragon Tree to the National Botanic Garden of Wales. It is now planted in the land of the dragon, in the largest single-span glasshouse in the world.

John Whitehead
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